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NEW HORIZONS

Tech believers shape the future of law

dean’s message

Opening new doors for the law and lawyers. That’s what the four alumni
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featured in our cover story do every day, whether they’re working on out-of-this-world
ideas or transforming the way their fellow lawyers get their jobs done.
As Washington Post publisher and Gould alumnus Fred Ryan ( JD 1980) observed in
his commencement remarks this past May: “…compared to other industries, the legal
profession has been relatively shielded from technological disruption. But it would be
naïve to assume that the status quo will remain forever. In fact, the legal industry is ripe
for transformation.”
At Gould we prepare our students to face this transformation by shaping our
curriculum to provide the skills they need to practice on the cutting-edge of law. For
instance, under the leadership of Prof. Jonathan Barnett (see page 14), we have grown
the thought leadership component of the Media, Entertainment and Law Program
(MET) and recruited big names in the media and technology law fields to teach topics
such as information privacy and digital media transactions.
Yet, as we look to the future, it’s also important to reflect on what grounds us in the present — our values. For
thousands of Gould students, it was Prof. Ron Garet who laid the foundation for their legal careers via his “Law,
Language and Values” course. The Gould community had the opportunity to reflect on Ron’s influence at his
retirement ceremony in April (see p. 28).

“At Gould we prepare our students to face the
transformation (of the legal profession) by shaping our
curriculum to provide the skills they need to practice on
the cutting-edge of law.”
Mauro Morales, a former student of Prof. Garet’s recalled: “He asked us to look beyond the law — and at
humanity: How do you use the law to better the community and, even more importantly, better people’s lives?”

Andrew T. Guzman

Dean and Carl Mason Franklin Chair in Law
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A behind-the-scenes photo of how we employed a drone to capture
our four “tech believers” on the beach in Venice, Calif.
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PROF. DAN SIMON APPOINTED
TO ELITE PHI BETA KAPPA
SCHOLAR PROGRAM
Dan Simon, an internationally recognized legal scholar,
who studies law and psychology at USC Gould, has been
appointed a Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholar for the 2018-19
academic year.
Simon is one of America’s top experts in false conviction
and a renowned interdisciplinary scholar. His book, “In Doubt:
The Psychology of the Criminal Justice Process,” shows
how flawed investigations can produce erroneous evidence
that leads to well-meaning juries sending innocent people
to prison, while setting free the guilty. Simon also has authored
numerous articles published in both legal and experimental
psychological journals.
The Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholars deliver a series of public
lectures and participate in academic life at 80 universities. Simon is one
of 15 distinguished scholars in the liberal arts and sciences chosen this
year, and joins an elite group of past honorees, including U.S. Supreme
Court justices, Pulitzer Prize-winning writers and Nobel Prize winners.
Simon, holder of the Richard L. and Maria B. Crutcher Professor
of Law and Psychology, will travel to a handful of institutions that
house Phi Beta Kappa chapters across the country. He will deliver
public lectures, present seminars, meet with students and faculty,
and participate in class meetings and colloquia. The presentations

will focus on Simon’s research on the intersection of law and
psychology and the criminal justice process, as well as on
his experimental psychological work in the field of human
reasoning and decision-making.
“I am looking forward to sparking curiosity and thirst
for inquiry in the exceptional minds of the society’s student
members. Keep in mind that these students are the smartest and
brightest. Many of them will advance to graduate programs and
ultimately shape the face of academia for years to come,” Simon
says. “I am particularly excited by the opportunity to whet these
students’ appetite for the fields of research that are closest to my
heart, and to inspire them to participate in the amelioration of
the criminal justice process.”

—Gilien Silsby

WELCOME TO THE BOARD

JOB PLACEMENTS UP

The USC Gould Board of Councilors, which is composed of
professional, business and community leaders, and provides counsel to
the deans and faculty as well as the provost and president. Members are
appointed by the president of the university for three-year terms.
Dean Andrew Guzman announced that the following new board
members have been appointed to the Board of Councilors for
2018-2021:

In May, the Los Angeles Daily Journal highlighted USC
Gould for having one of the highest permanent job
placement rates for its graduates after passing the bar.
“We encouraged students to think more nationally, and we
worked with firms and employers in other states,” said USC
Gould Dean Andrew Guzman. The key to success? USC
Gould has invested more in the career services department
and made a conscious effort to expand the geographic reach
for students seeking work. Eighty-eight percent of Gould’s
2017 grads obtained bar passage or JD advantage positions,
a 12 percent improvement from 2016.

Amy Alderfer (JD 1999) will serve a two-year term on the Gould
Board of Councilors as she performs her duties as president of the
Gould Alumni Association.
Michael “Mike” Kelley (A.B. 1976) has been a partner at Sidley

Austin LLP since 1987 specializing in commercial litigation, securities
litigation and SEC enforcement.

Susan Kigawa (JD 1989) is the assistant chief counsel, New
Technologies and Distribution, The Walt Disney Studios.

Michele Mulrooney Jackoway (JD 1985) is a partner and chair

76%

88%

of Venable LLP’s West Coast trust and estates practice.

Arsine Phillips (JD 1986) is a shareholder and of counsel at Parker
Milliken where she has been practicing since graduating
from Gould.
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2016

2017

Percentage of Gould grads obtaining bar passage or JD advantage positions

MOOT COURT 70TH ANNIVERSARY
Save the date for
the 70th Anniversary Celebration
for the Hale Moot
Court Honors
Program on Friday,
March 1, 2019.
Founded in 1948,
the honors program
provides students with invaluable experience by engaging them in oral
arguments before judges and practicing attorneys and in drafting their
own appellate briefs.
Photo flashback to 1981, when U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens
presided over the Moot Court finals. First Row (Left to Right): Kathleen Smith,
Susan Oman, David Eisen. Second Row (Left to Right): Pauline Aranas, David Reily,
Jeffrey Thompson, U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens, Howard Kroll,
Anthony Bishop, Mary Alde.

GOULD LAUNCHES NEW ONLINE
CERTIFICATES
USC Gould is offering two new online graduate certificates in
Health Care Compliance and Financial Compliance designed for
professionals looking to advance in these fields.
The certificates will be available this fall to both non-lawyers and
lawyers interested in legal- and compliance-related aspects of health
care or finance.
“The new certificates will certainly expand career opportunities
for professionals pursuing health care- and compliance-related
issues in various employment settings,” said Deborah Call, associate
dean and chief programs officer of USC Gould’s Graduate and
International Programs.
Applications are accepted year-round.
The certificates may be earned in as few as nine months and may be
taken individually or in conjunction with the LLM or MSL degree as
a specialization. The new certificates add to USC Gould’s other online
graduate programs, including the Master of Studies in Law (MSL)
degree, Master of Laws (LLM) degree, and graduate certificates in
Business Law, Compliance, Entertainment Law & Industry, and
Human Resources Law & Compliance.

—Gilien Silsby

GOULD QUOTABLES
Boycotts and shunning
can have enormous moral
authority. However, relying on
them to settle our most difficult
disagreements undercuts their
authority and makes civic
engagement difficult.”
Excerpted from a July 29 opinion piece for CNN by USC Gould Prof.
SCOTT ALTMAN about the power of protests and boycotts and why
organizers should only use these tools to call out and shame the worst
elements of society

Do voters care about
campaign finance violations?
Yes. In new research, we
argue that campaign finance
violations inform voters’ views
about the elected official’s
character. Members of Congress who
were randomly audited and found to have
violated campaign finance law fared
about 5 percentage points worse in their
general elections than incumbents who
were not.”
Excerpted from an Aug. 28, 2018, Washington Post op-ed by Prof. ABBY
WOOD, co-written with Christian Grose of the USC Schwarzenegger
Institute, based on their research paper, “Campaign Finance
Transparency Affects Legislators’ Election Outcomes and Behavior”

There are legitimate concerns
about legal liability for
violating terms of service.
Criminal prosecution is very
unlikely, but civil suits are
possible, and in the absence
of a definitive legal ruling, persuading a
computer owner to change policies is one
way out. It’s a short-term solution that
works at one site.”
Prof. ORIN KERR quoted in The New York Times about how
journalists and scholars have requested Facebook grant them
exemptions to disclosure restrictions so they can conduct research
and news gathering in the public interest
Fall | Winter 2018
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STRIVING FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE
In 2012, Ruben Ruiz’s mother began
pleading with Prof. Heidi Rummel, who
directs the Post-Conviction Justice Project
at USC Gould, to take his case.
At the age of 17, Ruben Ruiz had been
involved in a beer run turned fight at a
liquor store where a clerk was beaten to
death. Convicted of special circumstance
murder, he was sentenced to life without
the possibility of parole.
At the same time that his mother
was reaching out to the PCJP, the legal
landscape was shifting for juvenile
offenders. The U.S. Supreme Court had
ruled that sentencing juveniles to life
sentences without the possibility of parole,
or LWOP, had serious constitutional
implications.
Meanwhile, California passed the Fair
Sentencing for Youth Act (FSYA) that
allowed juveniles to petition the courts
for resentencing to life terms with the
possibility of parole. USC’s PCJP was

a co-sponsor of
FSYA and several
subsequent juvenile
justice bills that
give young people a
second chance.
“Ruben made a terrible mistake as a
teen,” said Rummel. “But he spent more
than half his life in prison, and he worked
to better himself and make amends
without any hope of release. California’s
recent reforms were created with someone
like him in mind.”
PCJP students worked tirelessly on his
case, and Ruiz was resentenced in 2014
under the FSYA. They worked another
three years to convince the parole board
and California Gov. Jerry Brown that Ruiz
had been completely rehabilitated and
should be released.
Following Gov. Brown’s 2015 reversal
of parole, PCJP achieved victory in
November 2017.

Ruiz became the PCJP’s first juvenile
resentencing client to be released from
prison.
“I have had a lot of legal representation,
but nothing compared to the representation
I received from USC Law,” Ruiz said. “They
never gave up on me. They spent hours with
me on my case. I would not be out of
prison if it wasn’t for the students.”
Ruiz, now 42, earned two college degrees
while in prison and is committed to making
amends to his family and community.
—Gilien Silsby
Prof. Heidi Rummel, client Ruben Ruiz and law
student Jihyuk Song ’19.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD AND REGIONAL UPDATES
Welcome to our new Alumni Association board members and our
regional chairs for 2018-2020! Our Alumni Association furthers
the Trojan Family by creating and maintaining meaningful
connections among alumni and the law school.

BOARD MEMBERS:
▪ A my Alderfer (JD 1999) President
▪ C herise Latortue (JD 2010) Vice President
▪ A ndres Cantero (JD 2016) Secretary
REGIONAL CHAIRS:

The Alumni Association is led by a volunteer alumni board
appointed by the dean for two-year terms. The group oversees
a wide range of networking, educational and enrichment
programming throughout the year.

International Chair,
Anitha Cadambi (LLM 2011)
Autumn Moore (JD 2010) Chicago

Eric Cheng (JD 2010)
San Francisco Bay Area
Kimberley David (JD 2013)
Los Angeles

Mary Beth Maloney
(JD 2007) New York

Brandon Reilly (JD 2011)
Orange County

Jon Bachand (JD 2006)
Washington, D.C.

Nicole Gates (JD 2013)
San Diego
To contact your regional chair, visit: gould.usc.edu/alumni/association/
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MEET TWO FUTURE TROJAN LAWYERS

Take a minute to get to know two of our newest students, one LLM and one JD.

ELENA SAKOVA (LLM

CHRIS PINEDA (first-

expected 2019) a business and legal
affairs professional with more than
seven years of corporate transactional
experience in the video game industry
managing licensing and publishing
deals, IP and global digital distribution.

year JD student), an Angeleno who
created Rhymes with Reason, a
platform utilizing hip-hop to teach
educational lessons

HOMETOWN: Los Angeles

HOMETOWN: Perm, Russia

UNDERGRAD INSTITUTION: Brown University

PREVIOUS ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS AND
DEGREES/CERTIFICATES: Perm State University,

COLLEGE MAJOR: Public Policy & American Institutions

Diploma in International Law, Graduated with Honors

PROUDEST ACHIEVEMENT: Admission to USC Gould is
my proudest achievement, as it’s always been a pinnacle of
both my professional goals and my personal dreams.
AREA OF INTEREST: Technology & Entrepreneurship
Law and Entertainment Law
WHY USC GOULD? I don’t have a lot of role models, but
USC alumni are definitely among them. I’ve always been
inspired by their determination, influence and highest
possible level of professional knowledge.
PROFESSIONAL GOALS: To become a top

entertainment lawyer. Because USC is inseparable from
the DNA of the world’s entertainment capital, Gould felt
like absolutely the world’s right place to achieve that. I will
definitely continue my career in video games, as I see it as
the most vibrant and powerful segment of entertainment.

CLUBS: USC Women’s Law Association

PROUDEST ACHIEVEMENT: I am the first person in my
extended family to attend law school.

WHY USC GOULD? When applying to law school, USC Gould

was at the top of the list for many reasons. Attending USC was a
childhood dream at a young age. My mother has worked at USC
since the 1980s, so I grew up as part of the Trojan Family. As a
first-generation student, I was drawn to Gould’s First Generation
Professionals program.

AREA OF INTEREST: Intellectual Property Law/ Entertainment
Law/ Music Law

CLUBS: Latino Law Students Association, Music Law Society,
Entertainment Law Society, Aim 4 the Heart, First Generation
Professionals program
PROFESSIONAL GOALS: I would like to serve as general

counsel to Spotify or Apple Music after practicing at a big firm for
several years. At Gould, I have a desire to build a strong network
of black and brown lawyers dedicated to investing in diverse and
underserved communities in Los Angeles. I believe there is a
need for this kind of network in spaces that severely lack diversity
such as entertainment.

CAREER SERVICES IN CHINA
For our alumni based in China, USC has
a career services office to meet your needs,
thanks to USC’s deep and long-standing
partnerships throughout the region. Here is
their contact information:
chinacc@usc.edu
+86 21 6137 5380
Chong Hing Finance Center
288 Nanjing Road West, Room 2704
Shanghai, China

HOURS:
Sunday–Thursday
6 pm–2:30 am
Pacific Daylight Time (PDT)
Monday–Friday
9 am–5:30 pm
China Standard Time (CST)

Fall | Winter 2018
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NEW HORIZONS
Tech Believers Take on
the Future of Law

At USC Gould, we are constantly striving to provide our students with
the curriculum, tools and connections so they can eventually lead us
through the constantly evolving legal landscape.
The alumni featured here are prime examples of attorneys applying
what they’ve learned at Gould, in ways that probably none of them
thought possible when they arrived for their first day of class.
Three of them are entrepreneurs, launching their own award-winning
start-ups, while one is literally transforming science fiction into reality
at the Alphabet company’s Moonshot Factory, also called X.
Whether they want to bridge the justice gap, create efficiencies for
their fellow lawyers, master new technologies or translate tomorrow’s
ideas into today’s reality, each of these USC Gould alumni are working
to make the impossible possible.
PHOTOS: BRETT VAN ORT

Fall | Winter 2018
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SHE MAKES
THE IMPOSSIBLE
POSSIBLE
At X, Ashley Hu (JD 2007) applies
her tech and legal skills to solve
unprecedented challenges
By Carren Jao

A

s senior counsel for the Alphabet
company’s Moonshot Factory, also
called X, Ashley Hu’s ( JD ’07) job is

to help make the
impossible possible.
“[Working here is

8

USCLaw magazine

a] constant reminder that things that seem like
science fiction today could very well be a reality
tomorrow,” says Hu.
Some of X’s out-of-this-world ideas include
expanding Internet connectivity to rural and
disaster-hit areas via a network of balloons at
the edge of space, building the Pony Express of
tomorrow using autonomous delivery drones, and
generating electricity through the use of kites. X
counts self-driving car company Waymo as one of
its most prominent projects.
“I feel very lucky to be a part of this place.
Every day I work with scientists and engineers to
help make their radical ideas possible,” says Hu,
who studied electrical engineering and computer
science at UC Berkeley.

“[ Working here is a] constant reminder that
things that seem like science fiction today could
very well be a reality tomorrow.”—Ashley Hu ( JD ’07)

The problems the X team takes on are usually
novel and complex, a situation that Hu relishes.
“I’m someone who really likes to tackle problems
and solve them. Figuring out new ways to
solve challenges and finding solutions are really
rewarding to me. When you are working on
complex projects, like how to launch a balloonbased Internet service, there is no template or
precedent for that, so you just have to dive in
and figure it out.”
Hu first got into technology as an associate
at Wilson Sonsini’s technology transactions
department. There, she worked on a number of
Google matters with a few Google attorneys and
found the company’s teams to be wonderful to
work with. When she was contacted by a Google
recruiter, she jumped at the opportunity. She
spent three years at Google before spotting an
opening at X’s legal team. Hu says, “I had always
wanted to work at X, so I was thrilled when I
got the role.”
Hu credits her Gould education for honing
her skills. “There was an emphasis on learning
how to be critical and spot issues, to try to look
at things from different points of view, and to be
creative in proposing arguments or presenting
various perspectives. I practice those skills every
day,” says Hu.
At Gould, she also met her husband, An-Yen
Hu ( JD 2007), who is a partner at Goodwin
Procter. Though taking one’s work home can
be taxing, Hu says marrying someone who also
works in the legal field is a blessing. “It has been
fun sharing this experience together — from
being in law school to studying for the bar,
moving to the Bay Area and working at law
firms, and now to being parents and raising
our girls.”
Though Hu’s work has her thinking about the
future, her attention is on the now. “I’m happy
where I am,” says the mother of two daughters,
ages 5 and 3. “It’s cheesy, but I’m focused on
being as present as I can be, day by day, at work
and at home.”

TIME TRACKER
With his award-winning startup,
Ryan Alshak (JD 2013) seeks to
transform the way lawyers work
By Julie Riggott

W

hat is the bane of every lawyer’s
existence? Certainly one of them
is keeping track of billable hours.
Lawyer-turned-entrepreneur
Ryan Alshak JD ’13 saw this problem as a business
opportunity — and a way to make a difference. He
quit a BigLaw job two years ago to launch Ping and
transform how lawyers track their time.
“Our purpose is really to change the way that
people think about working,” says Alshak, Ping
founder and CEO. “It’s to first rid lawyers of the
things they hate to do most, such as timekeeping,
but the ultimate goal is to allow professionals to
understand where their time is being spent and
how to optimize that time.”
Instead of giving law firms a data dump, listing
the time and duration of every email and phone call
on a given date, Ping curates that timesheet. Ping’s
AI is able to determine if a given activity is billable,
which client matter it relates to and what the legal
code is — across all apps, programs and devices.
“That’s really what differentiates us from any other
player on the market,” Alshak says.
In 2017, Ping was named Legal Tech Startup
of the Year at the American Bar Association’s first
pitch competition. Since then, the company has
seen many developments. “We ran a two-week pilot
with the product, and it resulted in a 13 percent
revenue lift across pilot users,” Alshak says. “We’re
talking about massive economics by changing the
way a firm operates.”
Now, Ping is targeting and rolling out the
product to their next three or four firms. They also
received significant funding and are aggressively
growing out the team (from their current team of
five software engineers, a designer, a businessperson
and AI engineers with PhDs in particle physics).

Fall | Winter 2018
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“Our purpose is really to change the way that
people think about working... but the ultimate
goal is to allow professionals to understand
where their time is being spent and how to
optimize that time.”—Ryan Alshak ( JD ’13)

And a
milestone is just
on the horizon.
“We are in the
process of closing
our U.S. partner firm, which I can’t go public about
yet, but it’s one of the largest firms in the world,”
Alshak adds.
As a USC Gould student, Alshak was
hyper-focused. “I loved law school, I loved
the people, I loved learning,” he says. “I also
knew my goal was to be a lawyer for the Los
Angeles Clippers.”
He achieved his dream as an associate at Manatt,
Phelps and Phillips. But “when I was in litigation,
there was one thing that always gnawed at me,”
he says. “I loved my job, but I didn’t feel like I was
creating value.”
Alshak, who graduated from UC Berkeley with
a degree in political science in 2009, admired what
some of his fellow graduates had done when they
built and sold their own companies. “It wasn’t that I
was jealous of the financial windfall, although that’s

10
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a great byproduct, but it was the notion that they
had created value at such a young age,” he says.
He remembers that entrepreneurial spirit at
USC. “USC inculcates the entrepreneurial mindset
of ‘you are unique and you have the ability to
change the world,’ and I believe that my Gould
education will pay off many times over.”
As for Ping, Alshak feels good knowing that his
invention can help people to “spend every minute
with intention.”
“It’s something that gets me up in the morning
and makes me smile when I’m burning the
midnight oil,” he says. “If I can help someone get out
of the office one minute earlier to see their wife or
kids or mom, that would be everything. This is very
personal to me and the team.”

MORE THAN A
POWER LAWYER
Entrepreneur Dorna Moini
(JD 2012) deploys tech to
close the justice gap
By Christina Schweighofer

W

hen she applied to USC Gould,
Dorna Moini JD ’12 thought she’d
become a human rights lawyer.
Things turned out differently; after
six years in corporate litigation, she is now a founder

of a technology company, HelpSelf Legal. Her
commitment to serving the most vulnerable remains
unchanged. “We’re using tech to empower those
who don’t have access to lawyers,” she says.
Created late last year in Los Angeles, HelpSelf
Legal offers individuals a range of low-cost services
on a simple, mobile-friendly platform where it’s
equally easy to file a restraining order or petition
for the expungement of a marijuana conviction. But
the company’s customizable document automation
platform also caters to lawyers, enterprises and legal
aid organizations seeking to automate their own
business processes.
Legal nonprofits working to close the justice
gap are a priority for Moini. “Eighty-six percent of

“We have seen that our technology enables lawyers
to serve a higher volume of clients and focus on more
challenging, higher-quality legal work.”—Dorna Moini ( JD ’12)
Fall | Winter 2018 11
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civil legal problems reported by low-income
Americans last year received either inadequate
or no legal help,” she says, citing a Legal
Services Corporation study. By providing
workflows for high-volume intake processes, the
HelpSelf Legal platform allows organizations
offering pro bono services to help more clients.
Moini, who worked for six years in the
San Francisco Bay Area as a trial lawyer
with Sheppard Mullin and Sidley Austin,
emphasizes that her company — the other
co-founder, Michael Joseph, is an engineer —
doesn’t aim to replace lawyers with technology.
“We have seen that our technology enables
lawyers to serve a higher volume of clients and
focus on more challenging, higher-quality legal
work,” she says.
The daughter of immigrants from Iran,
Moini says she became passionate about
human rights and helping those who can’t
help themselves early on; she learned growing
up “that the freedoms we have in the U.S. are
not necessarily available in other countries.”
As an undergraduate student at NYU, she
helped draft anti-discrimination and antislavery legislation in Mauritania, and at USC
Gould she participated in the Post-Conviction
Justice Project and the International Human
Rights Clinic.
One year after leaving private practice,
the trial lawyer turned legal entrepreneur
admits that she sometimes misses being in
the courtroom and especially the strategizing,
teamwork and adversarial nature of the
profession. At HelpSelf Legal, she wears
many hats, from marketing to sales to product
development. “I’m not just a lawyer,” she
says. “Through technology, I’m able to impact
more court cases than I ever could as a
single attorney.”
Meanwhile, there’s also Lola, an English
bull terrier — and a rescue dog. “She lies at my
feet at my desk waiting for us to give her some
equity,” Moini says, “because, like any startup,
we have free snacks.”
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GAME CHANGER
BOOSTS VALUE
OF NEW
INDUSTRY
Sam Goldberg (JD 2006)
transcends the noise to create
a bonafide blockchain startup
By Carren Jao

S

am Goldberg JD ’06 is a history buff
who is making history.
“We have one of the very few
functional live blockchain products
in the world in any industry,” says Goldberg.
Lucidity, the startup he co-founded along
with longtime partners Sam Kim and Miguel
Morales, uses game-changing blockchain
technology and applies it to the fast-paced
digital advertising industry to reduce fraud and
increase transparency — a problem that costs
the industry billions of dollars a year. Lucidity
was just named Blockchain Startup of 2018 by
The Blocks Awards, which recognize excellence
within blockchain technologies.
Goldberg found his path in a roundabout way.
He first pursued medicine (along with political
science) because he came from a medical family.
“I didn’t like it at all,” says Goldberg. But his
courses in advanced science allowed him to
qualify for and pass the patent bar. He put this to
good use clerking and then working for Simpson
Thacher & Bartlett LLP. “This exposed me to a
lot of tech litigation, and that’s how I got into
technology,” says Goldberg.
A man of infinite curiosity, Goldberg says his
exposure to different fields helped him connect
the dots when it came to his business. His law
background comes in especially handy. “Just
having a law degree helps me understand how
things play out in business, for better or worse,”

 espite having access to groundbreaking technology,
D
Goldberg stays vigilant, keeping in mind that better
technology doesn’t guarantee dominance in the
marketplace.
says Goldberg. A true history lover, Goldberg
asks, “How can we use history to learn from other
people’s mistakes?” His understanding of contracts
and how businesses function has also increased
exponentially.
Goldberg doesn’t build the technology, but his
role is equally important. It is his task to impart
the value of his company’s proposition to a
sometimes-confused audience. “In the blockchain
world, there’s a lot of noise and fast money,” he
says. “It’s attracted a lot of people who want to
cash in, most notably, Long Island Iced Tea, which
changed its name to Long Blockchain Company
in 2017 and sent its stock price soaring nearly 500
percent, until its bluff was called.”
“People can get away with saying they have
blockchain apps where there is no value,” Goldberg

explains. “To help us stand out against all the
noise, Lucidity is on the blockchain working
group for the Interactive Advertising Bureau,
the standardizing body for digital advertising.
We have a bona fide business, including strong
partnerships with both technology companies
and advertisers.”
Despite having access to groundbreaking
technology, Goldberg stays vigilant, keeping in
mind that better technology doesn’t guarantee
dominance in the marketplace. “It’s like Betamax
vs. VHS. Many people believe Betamax had
the superior tech, but VHS eventually won out.
Time and time again, we see that a technological
product must go hand in hand with good
communication.” And that’s where Lucidity
comes in.

Fall | Winter 2018
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Encouraging
Innovation
To lead the MET program, Prof. Jonathan Barnett keeps a bird’s
eye view on media, entertainment and technology law trends
By Greg Hardesty

Jonathan Barnett hates wearing ties.
For six years, he had to wear them as a corporate
attorney on Wall Street, where he worked on such
contract-heavy business negotiations as mergers and
acquisitions and private equity deals.
Although he rarely dons neckties these days — he did
for his daughter’s bat mitzvah, at her request — Barnett’s
buttoned-up experience as a practicing attorney in
corporate law has served him well as director of USC
Gould’s Media, Entertainment and Technology Law
program (MET).

PHOTO: BRETT VAN ORT
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During his seven years at the helm of MET, the
program has thrived with a constantly evolving curriculum
designed to keep students on the cutting edge of media,
entertainment and technology law.
And Barnett’s experience as a corporate lawyer —
“the intellectual equivalent of building a Lego set,”
he explains, “like moving boxes around to create
different structures for clients” — has kept the curriculum
“practice relevant” and has helped prepare students to
hit the ground running once they graduate.

“One of our guiding philosophies is we try to deliver
courses that are academically rigorous, but also match
up with the kind of skills students need to succeed in
practice,” says Barnett, who joined the USC Gould
School of Law in fall 2006. “Our students can deliver
value to employers and clients from day one.”
“One of the reasons, for instance, that we recently
added an Information Privacy course is that we
noticed there were many law firms and in-house legal
departments who now are seeking lawyers who are
full-time privacy lawyers,” Barnett says.
Barnett has been able to secure some big names in the
media and technology law fields to teach ripped-fromthe-headlines courses on such topics as information
privacy and digital media transactions.

In one entertainment law course that underscores the
real-world thrust of MET’s curriculum, students spend an
entire semester working through the documents needed for
a hypothetical independent producer who wants to finance,
produce and distribute a motion picture. The class is taught
by Alan Levine ( JD 1971), former CEO of Sony Pictures.
“It gets them right into the weeds of the contracts,” says
Barnett, who received a law degree from Yale University.
“It’s not something you typically do in law school,” he
adds. “But that’s a signature, really representative type of
course of the MET program.”
In 2016, USC Gould became the first top 20 law school to
launch a Technology and Entrepreneurship Law certificate
program. Currently, 34 JD students and 30 LLM students
are enrolled in the program.

“One of our guiding philosophies is we try to deliver courses
that are academically rigorous, but also match up with the
kind of skills students need to succeed in practice.”
—Professor Jonathan Barnett, director of USC Gould’s Media, Entertainment and Technology Law program (MET)

And in February 2019, MET will host a patent
reform event that will bring together leading empirical
researchers in patent policy with judges and regulators
from federal agencies, as well as business leaders.
The one-day conference, “Reforming Patent Reform,”
on Feb. 22, 2019, co-organized by Brian Peck, director
of the Center for Transnational Law and Business at
Gould, will avoid the trappings of typical academics-only
wonkfests, Barnett says.
“We want to grow the thought leadership component
of the MET program and create events that allow
academia to interface with business people, legal
practitioners and policy makers, and vice versa,” says
Barnett, who grew up in a suburb of Philadelphia but
always was interested in living on the West Coast.
“There’s been an active debate concerning patents for
at least a decade,” Barnett says. “For example, are there
too many patents? Are patents too strong? Are they
promoting or discouraging innovation?”
USC Gould’s Media and Entertainment Law
certificate program, which has grown continuously since
its launch in 2010, currently has 53 JD students and
108 LLM students. The online version was launched in
August 2017.

In one class in the program, Richard Friedman, of counsel
at DLA Piper LLP, teaches the ins and outs of technology
transactions.
“So you’ve got a startup company that wants to monetize
their R&D [research and development],” Barnett says. “They
have venture capital investors, and there are very unique
structures for those investments. The students get pretty deep
into the numbers and governance issues to work out the deal
with the hypothetical investors.”
One of Barnett’s legal specialties is intellectual property.
“IP courses typically focus on litigation and dispute
resolution,” Barnett says. “We cover that as well, but we also
cover the business side. The key difference we try to draw out
for students is that if you’re in a dispute situation, it’s a winlose situation. There’s one slice of pizza left. Either I eat it or
you eat it, right?
“But when you’re in a business law situation, we’re at the
start of a relationship. So we’re on friendly terms. Otherwise,
why would we want to do a deal? That’s a win-win situation.
We’re trying to build the pizza pie.
“Working with contracts is not just about learning the
contractual jargon. That’s probably the easy part. The other
part is trying to learn how to negotiate deals, which is about
coming to a reasonable split of that pizza pie.”
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NEW HORIZONS

A Lawyer Who
Can Code

Jef Pearlman, interim director of the IP Clinic,
brings a background in tech to his teaching
By Anne Bergman

While working as a software architect in the tech
world, Jef Pearlman often heard the lament that
there weren’t many lawyers who understood
technology. In other words, few lawyers could craft

thoughtful policy, and even fewer could lead the charge
through the multiplying challenges of adapting the law
to the digital age.
So, he decided to become a lawyer.
Now Pearlman is training students in USC Gould’s
Intellectual Property and Technology Law Clinic (IPTLC)
to advise, problem-solve and secure rights for content
creators and startups with IP issues.
With bachelor’s and master’s degrees in computer science
from MIT and a JD from Stanford Law, combined with
legal experience on the IP policy side (advocacy group
Public Knowledge) and as a litigator for an international
law firm (Covington & Burling), Pearlman seems perfectly
poised for the task.
He joined Gould this fall as interim director of the
IPTLC, which provides pro bono intellectual property
legal assistance to filmmakers, artists, game-makers and
entrepreneurs. He arrived after four years as the assistant
director of Stanford Law’s Juelsgaard Intellectual Property
and Innovation Clinic, where he supervised and trained law
students to represent nonprofits, artists and entrepreneurs in
the heart of the Silicon Valley.
Pearlman is enthusiastic about the transition to the
Los Angeles area and eager to continue the IPTLC’s
collaborative efforts with USC’s student filmmakers and
game developers. “There is a fantastic variety on the content
creation side — from documentary filmmakers to studios
making blockbuster movies and large publishers. Plus,
there’s the growth of Silicon Beach-based tech startups.”
“Like all clinical teaching, the core of the student
experience is representing real clients, whether they are
creators or tech policy advocates,” he says. “Legal practice
is all about helping clients, and working for a client in a
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clinic gives you a real sense of what that means. In the
IPTLC, students will get direct exposure to artists and
entrepreneurs who aren’t trained to fully think through
legal issues, and will help them realize their own
professional goals.”
In addition to advising on legal issues related to
fair use in copyright law, and helping small businesses
obtain trademark protection, Pearlman plans to teach
his students to understand the sometimes-competing
interests of creators in controlling use of their works and
of the public in freely participating in culture.
“If you’re going to be a good advocate, you need to
understand the other side’s best arguments and what
they want to accomplish. Why do they think you’re
wrong? What are the merits to their side? For the most
part, I want to encourage my students to think critically
about all sides of complex issues while still zealously
representing their clients.”
With both his public interest policy background as
a staff attorney at Public Knowledge, and his corporate
law firm experience at Covington, Pearlman hopes for
opportunities to engage his students in policy work,
such as participating in local government efforts to
preserve “net neutrality,” as well as filing amicus briefs
on behalf of artists and entrepreneurs, and members of
the media in cases that he says “will define IP law for
decades to come.”
Overall, he says, he’s excited to be teaching at
Gould, “I have seven excellent students who
are prepared to accomplish great things!”
Find out more about the IPTLC: iptlc.usc.edu/

faculty focus

Her Curiosity Runs Deep
Professor Dorothy Lund explores untapped topics in corporate law
By Christina Schweighofer
Prof. Dorothy Lund, who
enjoys exploring L.A.’s
diverse culinary scene,
photographed at the latest
gourmet food hall, Fields
LA, located adjacent to the
L.A. Coliseum.
PHOTO: BRETT VAN ORT

When Dorothy Lund was still an associate
with Sullivan & Cromwell LLP in New York, she
would often question the rationale driving legal
rules: Why do we draft a document like this? Why

does this industry work the way it does? But
her curiosity would invariably clash with the clock.
“You don’t get a lot of time to slow down and think
more deeply,” she says about her one-year stint in
private practice.
Lund, who
this fall joined
USC Gould
as an assistant
professor of law,
has since found
ways to satisfy
her perpetually
inquiring mind.
A cutting-edge
researcher in the
field of business
and corporate
law, she explores
untapped
topics, such as
the corporate
governance implications from the increasing role of
institutional investors, or how corporate law may serve
as a catalyst for social and organizational change.
A recent paper she co-authored, “Sexual Harassment
and Corporate Law,” examines the role of corporate
and securities law in regulating and remedying
sexual misconduct in the workplace. It looks at
sexual harassment by CEOs or top employees as
an issue for the corporation and not just for society,
with repercussions for worker productivity and stock
prices. Lund says: “We [argue], this is a problem that
shareholders have something to say about and that the
boards of directors need to be talking about.”

Lund, who came to USC Gould via the University
of Chicago Law School where she was a lecturer in law
and Bigelow Teaching Fellow, received her JD from
Harvard University and clerked for two years for judges
on the Delaware Supreme Court and the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.
This fall, she has been teaching one of her favorite
classes, Business Organizations. While it covers some

of the theoretical debates in corporate law, her goal for
the students is very practical: she wants them to leave
“feeling they are ready to hit the ground running in any
career in business law they choose.”
Apropos of running — Lund is a passionate runner.
“It’s actually how I get ideas,” she says. “If I get stuck
on a paper, I’ll go for a long run, and things fall into
place.” She and her husband, a chef turned corporate
lawyer, also enjoy exploring L.A.’s diverse culinary
scene, tasting their way through North African tacos
and authentic Chinese food. “We have a long list of
places we want to try,” Lund says. A curious mind
never rests.

Fall | Winter 2018
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Who in the World
Was Isabel Gonzalez?
In his new book, Prof. Sam Erman considers Puerto Rican citizenship

With no vote in presidential elections, no representation in Congress, and no say on
constitutional amendments, residents of Puerto Rico are not like other U.S. citizens.
For more than a century, their island’s ultimate status has dangled in limbo. In his
new book, “Almost Citizens: Puerto Rico, the U.S. Constitution, and Empire”
(Cambridge, 2018), USC Gould Prof. Sam Erman recounts the stories of an
extraordinary set of Puerto Ricans who advocated for their and their island’s
rights. Their efforts shaped the history of U.S. constitutional law, yet never
ended their colonial condition. “The island has very little raw power to use
in national debates or governance,” he explains. That was before the one-two
punch of 2017’s Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria pitched the Caribbean
island’s 3.4 million inhabitants into a desperate humanitarian crisis. Erman spoke with
USC Gould’s Gilien Silsby about his new book and the unique challenges that now face the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
Almost Citizens involved more than legal
scholarship on your part. It’s a political history
and a family history, too.
Yes. My book tells the story of how Puerto Rico
became a constitutionally acceptable United States
colony in the early 20th century. And that century-old
system of racist, imperial governance is largely the
system that still controls Puerto Rico.

It all traces back to Gonzalez v. Williams. 		
Why is that case important?
Gonzalez v. Williams is a 1904 Supreme Court decision.
The case began when Isabel Gonzalez traveled from
Puerto Rico to Ellis Island and was turned away as an
undesirable alien. She sued, arguing: I’m not an alien.
Annexation of Puerto Rico in 1899 made me an American
and thus a citizen. The court held that Gonzalez indeed
was not an alien, and she was allowed to enter. But it
didn’t decide if she was a citizen.
This equivocation is important. It’s how the United
States approached imperial governance in the early
20th century. The Court didn’t say colonialism as a
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whole is OK. Nor did it rule out allowing colonialism
to continue. Instead, it envisioned in-between
categories. Perhaps Gonzalez was an American who
was not a citizen. My book uses the case to illustrate
how it and other judicial evasions and ambiguities
nudged the Constitution and imperial governance
toward awkward coexistence.

How did you learn about Gonzalez’s life?
A decade or so ago, Isabel Gonzalez’s greatgranddaughter, Belinda Torres-Mary, reached out to
me. She was researching her family. We teamed up
and made some surprising discoveries.
My favorite find involves Gonzalez’s first husband.
Family lore held that he was of caballero extraction
— of gentlemanly stock. I was skeptical. The records
indicated she had kids out of wedlock and could not
produce their father. But then Belinda suggested that
perhaps Caballero was a last name. A bit of searching
proved her right. Gonzalez had married a man named
Caballero. He died of tuberculosis at a tragically

employee and spouse. The census and certificates of
birth, death and marriage, meanwhile, reveal a woman
who led a complicated life. She married several times,
fell on hard times, and rebounded to become a proud
and honorable matriarch.
Taken together, I think these sources demonstrate
how law is not only a “place” where people are
portrayed by others, but also where they portray
themselves and live out multi-faceted existences.

What are the main takeaways from your book?
First, it illustrates how people without formal legal
training shape law. It also demonstrates that law
changes outside of courts. Lawmakers, bureaucrats,
presidents, and even individual litigants and lawyers
change what the Constitution means. Lastly, it shows
that whenever people thought about law, they were
also thinking about race and gender. How judges and
others saw the world profoundly influenced what the
law was and what it could become.

Does your book have significance to our current
political and historical moment?
The early 20th century was a time when racism and
sexism were very much out in the open. Today, as our
politics have grown coarser — when questions of race
and sex seem more on the surface — it can be helpful
to reflect on how a prior generation’s biases affected
how judges ruled and politicians legislated.
Prof. Sam Erman

young age, but not before fathering her first two
children. So much for my academic’s cynicism. The
family’s view of their ancestor was the more accurate
one. After the case was heard, Isabel Gonzalez settled
in Staten Island, then moved to New Jersey. Her
extended family is now all over the United States. It’s
a very American story.

What other sources did you unearth, and how did
they shape your book?
I used three types of sources: records from the
dispute, published letters to the editor and
government records. Court documents show that the
government kept Isabel Gonzalez out of the country
by depicting her as an alien who was not a good
mother, worker, wife or daughter. Published letters to
the editor that she and her uncle wrote portray the
opposite: She was a commendable woman, parent,

After last year’s hurricanes threw Puerto
Rico’s hardships into the national spotlight,
has anything changed? Is there support
from Congress — and the American public —
for statehood?
Our polarized partisan politics means that the less
popular party has strong reasons to oppose statehood,
and the more popular party has strong reasons to
support statehood.
But it would be unfortunate if either approach were
taken in contraposition to the expressed preferences
of Puerto Ricans. To make Puerto Rico a state
without its people’s consent would breed a great deal
of resentment and reinforce a sense of colonialism. If
Puerto Ricans, however, want the island to become a
state, then to hold them on the outside indefinitely
would do damage to our nation as a democracy.
To learn more, visit: gould.law/sam-erman
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FAMILY FIRST
Rothman Scholars come together to honor benefactor
By Diane Krieger
Back row, standing,
from left: Colton Cray ’17,
Andrew Elken ’09, Jessica
Walker ’10, Kyle Walker ’09,
Julie Gantz ’19, Ariel Prince
’20, Jamie Heine ’13, Dean
Andrew Guzman,
Maria Bostandjian ’15
Front row, seated: Elizabeth
Kimmelman Schwartz ’07,
Adam Rothman, Douglas
Strasnick ’05, Amanda
Rubenstein ’11,
Rowley Rice ’16.
PHOTO: CHRIS FLYNN

Though no blood tie connects this remarkable
clan of Rothman Scholars, its members seemed
thrilled just to be in the same room. Some had

never met before. And when they did meet, it felt like a
family reunion.
“Tonight was an absolute delight,” says Colton Cray
( JD 2017). “It was such fun to finally meet the older
Rothman Scholars. I’ve read their bios and seen their
pictures. A few I’ve talked with over the phone.”
Cray is the 2014 Rothman Scholar — one of 15
USC Gould alumni and current students who can trace
their academic lineage to the illustrious Frank Rothman
( JD 1951).
This was their first-ever reunion.
Scholarship recipients don’t normally feel such kinship
with their benefactor. But the late Frank Rothman
was no ordinary benefactor, and this is no ordinary
scholarship.
“We always call ourselves the Rothman Family,” Cray
explained. “That’s how we consider it.”

‘DO THE VERY BEST’
Named for the fabled sports and entertainment attorney,
the unique merit-based scholarship was first awarded
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in 2002 and has gone to USC Gould’s top entering 1L
every year since then. In addition to a three-year, full-ride
tuition benefit, Rothman Scholars receive annual $2,000
stipends and first-year summer internships in the Los
Angeles offices of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom.
According to Frank Rothman’s son, Steven, the prize
pays tribute to his dad’s lifelong devotion to USC Gould
and his call to “do the very best we are capable of.”
The first reunion was an intimate affair, hosted this
spring by Dean Andrew Guzman at the Jonathan Club
in Santa Monica.
Cray, now a second-year associate with Skadden, had
driven across town for the gathering.
Others traveled much farther.
M&A attorney Andrew Elken ( JD 2009) arrived
from New York that afternoon and would head back
early the next morning. “I was going a million miles an
hour at work when I got an e-mail from a reunion chair
and Chloe Reid [director of development at Gould]. Of
course, the Rothman Scholarship means so much to me
that I booked a flight immediately,” said the Princeton
graduate, now a partner with Cravath, Swaine &
Moore LLP.

Elizabeth Kimmelman Schwartz ( JD 2007), who
co-chaired the reunion, had flown in from Philadelphia.
“This program means a lot to me,” she says, smiling
brightly. The other co-chair, Jamie Heine ( JD 2013),
had come from Washington, D.C., where she’s a litigator
with Covington & Burling.

COOL CAREERS
The first Rothman Scholar, Douglas Strasnick ( JD 2005),
had come from North Carolina.
Like Rothman himself, who went from winning
major court battles for the NFL to running MGM
studios to spearheading the antitrust division at Skadden,
the Rothman Scholars tend to exceed — and defy —
expectations, sometimes charting unusual career paths.
Take Strasnick. A Duke grad, at USC Gould he was
a finalist in the Hale Moot Court Honors Competition
and, like Rothman, went on to work in sports and
entertainment law. Today, he lives in Chapel Hill with
his wife and child and works with UNC-TV Public
Media North Carolina, the local PBS affiliate, on their
product/corporate strategy and business development.

“To go through law school
without worrying about
student loans or getting a job
— [the scholarship] really
allows you to focus on your
work and your passions”
— Colton Cray ( JD ’17)

Or take Kyle Barrett ( JD 2012), now a senior attorney
with the San Diego-based lllumina Inc., a global leader in
genetic sequencing instruments. He’d studied biology and
health policy at Duke and used his USC Gould education
to position himself for his current role with this multibillion-dollar life sciences company.
There’s entrepreneur Amanda Rubenstein ( JD 2011),
who runs an Orange County-based academic test prep
agency, AR Academics. A University of Pennsylvania grad,
she started her thriving business in 2008 — the same year
she entered law school.
“What I love about USC Gould is that all my friends

have really interesting careers. That’s very special about
this place,” says Kimmelman Schwartz, another UPenn
grad. She worked as a litigation associate at Dechert
LLP before transitioning into a role as a university
advancement executive with Bryn Mawr College. Now,
she is the director of alumni and parent engagement at
George School, an independent day and boarding school
in Pennsylvania.

TRY EVERYTHING
One of the biggest perks, the Rothman Scholars agree, is
having the Skadden first-year summer associate gig locked
in. From the late 1980s until his death in 2000, Frank
Rothman had built up the firm’s Los Angeles offices, and
the scholarship bearing his name is closely tied to it.
“To go through law school without worrying about
tuition expenses or getting a job — it really allows you
to focus on your work and your passions,” says Cray,
who took extra courses at the USC Marshall School of
Business while attending USC Gould and spent his final
year studying abroad in Lyon, France.
Cray calls his Skadden internship the best summer of
his life. “The work exposure was amazing. They rotated me,
so I tried everything. And they treated me like the guest of
honor every night.”
He returned for a second summer in 2015, and upon
graduation, joined Skadden’s corporate team, following
in the footsteps of Rothman Scholar and commercial
litigator Abraham Tabaie ( JD 2008).
But Cray and Tabaie could have gone anywhere.
“The Rothman Scholarship carries a lot of weight,”
said Elken, a Manhattan-based corporate partner with
Cravath. “People in New York and D.C. know Frank
Rothman’s name. It opens a lot of doors. It is truly an
honor to be a part of his legacy.”
Along with the benefits come responsibilities. Each
current scholar mentors the ones who come after. They
also serve on the selection committee, interviewing the
year’s candidates and voting for their choice.
Ariel Prince was the 2017 pick. She has already
internalized the family creed.
“It’s an honor and an opportunity to do the best you
can,” says the UC Berkeley grad. “My goal here is to try
absolutely everything I can get my hands on, really stretch
myself to take classes outside my comfort zone and see
what else is out there.”
Frank Rothman would be pleased.
Find out more about the Frank Rothman Scholarship:
gould.law/rothman
Fall | Winter 2018
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Washington Post Publisher
USC Gould alumnus Fred Ryan (JD 1980) urges new lawyers to keep
pace with ‘disruptive change’
By Gilien Silsby
Below: Fred Ryan
and Dean Guzman
(center) celebrate
with representatives
from the class of
2018.

In a speech that highlighted important parallels
between the press and the law, Washington
Post Publisher and USC Gould alum Fred
Ryan returned to campus to offer words of
encouragement and observations for the
future lawyers.
While much of Ryan’s career has been in media,
he pointed out thorny challenges and urgent
responsibilities facing both lawyers and journalists in
today’s “fake news” environment.
“Both of these professions are essential to America’s
identity as a nation of laws under our unique
Constitution,” said Ryan, a member of USC’s Board
of Trustees, and a 1980 USC Gould and 1977 USC
Annenberg graduate. “Today, however, both of these
noble professions are being tested — by the impact of
advances in technology, as well as by people deliberately
seeking to chip away at these institutions and disrupt
our civic order.”
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The outcomes of these trials are unpredictable, yet
consequential, he added. “It’s no exaggeration to say that
how you respond to these challenges — how you choose
to practice the vocation you are about to begin — will be
felt by your profession and by society for years to come.”
Since Ryan took the helm of the Washington Post
in 2014, reporters have broken countless stories and
served as the ever-present watchdog for representatives
in Washington, and won five Pulitzer Prizes. The Post
has also undergone a digital transformation with a big
payoff — the publication has tripled its web traffic and
gained a significant national and international presence.
“As new technologies emerge, we want to be on
the front line,” said Ryan. “So far, compared to other
industries, the legal profession has been relatively
shielded from technological disruption. But it would be
naïve to assume that the status quo will remain forever.
In fact, the legal industry is ripe for transformation.”

Challenges and Inspires

Ryan also urged graduates to embrace opportunities
and keep pace with “disruptive change” that requires
innovation and a willingness to experiment.
“[In] reality, most experiments fail. In these failures,
though, lie important lessons that may become the
seeds of future success,” Ryan said.
Ryan addressed the 206 juris doctor recipients,
along with dozens of faculty and hundreds of family
and friends. He quipped that if the new lawyers had
chosen journalism, they would be hearing Oprah
Winfrey, who was delivering the commencement
address at USC Annenberg, speak instead of him. “If
any of you are live-tweeting these remarks, please use
#BetterthanOprah,” he joked.
The commencement ceremony also featured remarks
from Dean Andrew Guzman and president of the
third-year law class, Amir Shakoorian Tabrizi, who
reminded his classmates that they will always be part of
the Trojan Family.
“The class of 2018 will fit in perfectly with the larger
Trojan Family because we have been, and continue to
be, a tight-knit community; one that has been a rock
when we needed stability and a soft cushion when we
fell.... Together we have woven a community through

the soft, strong bonds of sharing, which weaving has
also prepared us for the demands of our profession.
A profession that needs lawyers tough enough to
push through seemingly impassable barriers, [and]
rigid enough not to bend under the weight of battle,”
Shakoorian Tabrizi said.
Dean Guzman urged the graduates to be compassionate and aware of their impact on others.
“Recognize that you have an outsized influence
on those around you. Recognize that you will often
not even know how or when the ways in which you
carry yourself and the ways in which you go about
your business will find echoes in what others do. Be
compassionate, and care for the less fortunate. Your
actions will be multiplied by their effect on others.”
In closing, Ryan encouraged graduates to stay true to
the core values of their profession.
“Essential to both journalism and the law is an
understanding that those who practice these professions
occupy positions of immense public trust. We are
expected to conduct ourselves honorably, to live and
work with civility and integrity. It is incumbent upon
both lawyers and journalists to always exhibit fairness
— even to those who may not be fair to us.”
Fall | Winter 2018
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STANDOUT
CEREMONY
Standout
Ceremony
for
FOR LLM COMMENCEMENT
Representing 46 countries, Class of 2018 is Gould’s most diverse ever
By Diane Krieger

Decked out in their black master’s gowns with
purple hoods, 442 graduate and international law
students queued up on the Great Lawn of USC
Village — a short march from the end of their
academic journey. Minutes later, they entered the
tent to the strains of “Pomp and Circumstance,”
cheered by loved ones holding camera phones
overhead to record the moment.
May 11, 2018, marked USC Gould’s 15th LLM ceremony,
and the inaugural year of three new graduate degrees: the
LLM in Alternative Dispute Resolution, the Master of
Dispute Resolution and the Master of Studies in Law.
It was USC Gould’s most diverse class ever — representing
46 countries.
Appropriately, diversity and inclusion were the evening’s
major themes.
The keynote speaker was Egyptian diplomat Lamia
Mekhemar, consul general in Los Angeles and former
ambassador to the Holy See (Vatican).
Mekhemar drew lessons from her own life as “a Muslim
woman from the Middle East” to underscore the importance
of working toward inclusion. She shared anecdotes about her
father and husband, who both faced political repression and
accepted the consequences of standing up for what’s right.
She lamented the social exclusion of a homeless woman
in Alexandria — a ghost from Mekhemar’s childhood,
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whose cry, “I have no place to stand,” still rings tragically
in the ambassador’s ear. And she celebrated the uplifting
story of an Egyptian boy from a poor village who is today
an international sports celebrity and unofficial Arab cultural
ambassador.
It is a triumph of inclusiveness, Mekhemar said, that
Mohammad Salah’s humble origins didn’t hold him back.
The Liverpool soccer star has become “an icon for youth not
only in Egypt and the U.K., but all around the world,” she
said. His inclusion has powerful ripple effects. “The team’s
fans are chanting: ‘If Mo Salah is Muslim, I want to be a
Muslim too.’”
USC Gould Dean Andrew Guzman referenced another
iconic figure — the American cowboy — in his welcome
remarks.
“I want to encourage you to embrace the cowboy nature of
American law and the American legal professions,” he told
the international students, making the Old West archetype
a metaphor for the takeaways they should carry into their
professional lives.
“As you head out in the world to do the incredible things
I know you’ll do,” Guzman said, “I hope you’ll adopt one
feature of the best cowboys: be the one in the white hat.
Pursue justice, defend those who deserve defending. Respect
the rights of every person.”

LLM Commencement
Before the ceremony, the mood on the Great Lawn
was both relaxed and jubilant.
Hector and Max Duran had driven from Tecate,
Mexico, to attend their brother Edgar’s graduation.
They’d brought along Barry, an irrepressible pug, and
Robin, a beguiling chihuahua, to share the big day. Their
mother, father, an uncle and two cousins rounded out the
celebratory family circle.
“We’re so proud of Edgar,” said Hector, an engineer
from Baja California. “One hundred percent,” echoed
Max, a medical student in Mexico.
Some graduates were looking forward to going home.
Xiao Feng “Vincent” Fu is eager to apply his newfound
understanding of how Hollywood movies are financed.
“It is totally different from other industries,” said the
40-year-old Chinese attorney and financial manager, who,
upon his return, plans to make a name for himself in the
booming Chinese movie business.
Other grads have plans to stay a while longer
in America.
Aunchana “Nook” Rawaraka, who earned a business
certificate along with her LLM, is actively looking for
an internship. Eleven family members had traveled from
Vietnam to see her walk, and they’ll return without her.
Rawaraka, 25, hopes to pass the bar and stay in Los
Angeles another year through the OPT temporary
work program.
Other grads are planting permanent roots
in California.

Andrei Cimpoaca, 29, a recent immigrant from the
Republic of Moldova with extended family in the San
Francisco and Sacramento area, is excited to be interning
next year for Superior Court Judge Mary Thornton
House. A constitutional lawyer in his homeland,
Cimpoaca dreams of someday becoming a judge here.
“I am studying very hard for the bar,” he said, “and
sleeping less and less.”
Turkish immigrant Dogan Baydan dreams of returning
to USC Gould to serve on the faculty.
A member of the inaugural class of USC Gould’s new
LLM in ADR, the Palm Springs resident has practiced
international commercial law for 30 years. But at 53,
Baydan said, “I’m changing my path. I was part of the
fight before. Now I am going to be part of the solution.”
After spending the summer in The Hague, he intends
to pursue a doctorate in ADR at a European university.
“Probably I will come back and apply for a teaching job at
USC. It’s my ultimate goal!” he said.
The speeches concluded, the 442 graduates advanced to
the podium to receive their diplomas. Designated name
readers had practiced pronouncing each name in advance,
aided by phonetic cues provided by each student. The roll
call went off without a hitch.
Guzman wrapped up the emotional evening with a dry
quip: “Diversity is a fabulous thing, but it makes reading
names very hard.”
A small price to pay for a culture of full inclusion.
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Another Person’s Shoes
Nigerian lawyer Sharon Obuns (LLM 2018) intends to use her new
degree to raise awareness about the benefits of mediation
By Christina Schweighofer
In May, Sharon Obuns
graduated from
Gould with a Master
of Laws in Alternative
Dispute Resolution.
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the Chief Justice of Ekiti State. While there, she became
keenly aware of a backlog in the courts, with people as
young as 13 spending five to seven years in prison waiting
to be heard. Already trained in ADR, Obuns rallied
broke the news to her. “Forget about him,” the officer said. support from a few colleagues, and together they were able
to negotiate the release of six young inmates.
“He’s dead.” It was the briefest of statements, a string of
Half a decade later, her resume includes experience in
words delivered without compassion or comfort.
private practice and as a senior business executive for the
The encounter haunted Obuns long afterward — and
government of Cross River State. But she still sees the
not just because she would never see her stepbrother
ADR success during her internship as pivotal. “It enforced
again. “This shouldn’t be how you pass on a message like
that,” she kept thinking. “There must be a different way of my zeal for mediation,” she says.
As a student at USC Gould, Obuns faced difficult
talking to people.”
challenges; with her husband pursuing an MBA degree on
the East Coast and funds often short, she was raising two
sons, ages 1 and 3. But she also found abundant material
to feed her passion.
The class she most benefited from was the Practical
Mediation Skills Clinic taught by Professor Richard
Peterson where she learned to consider the underlying
feelings and the basic interests of the parties, such as if
what they really want is an apology rather than money,
a financial resolution of the dispute will still leave them
feeling dissatisfied. “[Peterson] works with your humanity,”
she says, “and makes you put yourself in another person’s
shoes. He makes us realize that everyone is human.”
Obuns, who also received the USC Gould Graduate
and International Programs Award, plans on staying in the
United States one more year. After returning to Nigeria, she
wants to work with the Cross River State government to
raise awareness about the benefits of ADR processes and of
training more people as mediators. “If we get the mediation
The desire for a more sympathetic form of communication system running well, it’s a win-win,” she says. “It will mean
faster access to justice and fewer backlogs for the judges.”
sparked in Obuns an interest in becoming a lawyer in
Reforming the system won’t be easy. But Obuns knows
mediation. It has since then only grown stronger. On
that her goal is worth the effort. Her ambition is about
May 11, she graduated from USC Gould with a Master
more than efficiency for the courts; she wants to change
of Laws in Alternative Dispute Resolution.
how people talk to each other.
The only woman from Bamba, a community of
about 35,000, to become a lawyer, Obuns studied at the
Find out more about Gould’s LLM in Alternative
University of Jos and at the Nigerian Law School in
Dispute Resolution: gould.law/llm-in-adr
Abuja before spending a year as an intern at the office of

When her 26-year-old stepbrother went missing
seven years ago in Jos, Nigeria, Sharon Obuns,
LLM ’18 searched for days throughout the city of
about 900,000. At a police station, a woman finally

in memoriam
John Anderholt (JD 1968) passed away on Aug. 19, 2018 at the age of

75. Born in Holtville, Calif., Anderholt grew up on the family farm. He
attended Stanford University where he received his bachelors of arts in
Economics in 1965. He received a JD from Gould in 1968.
Anderholt was admitted to the Central District Court of California in
1968 and to attorney and consular of the Supreme Court of the United
States in 1973. He specialized in corporate and business law, as well as
real estate transactional law for over 40 years. He was a licensed real estate
broker and member of the California, Riverside County, Los Angeles
County and Desert Bar Associations. He was trustee to the College of the
Desert from 1984-1989 and Chairman from 1987-1988, and he served on
the Board at UC Riverside and the California State Board of Realtors.
From 1970 to 1986, Anderholt was an integral part of the Palm Desert
Community Library Association and American Cancer Society, as well as
the United Way.
Anderholt is survived by his wife Cynthia Lee Davis-Anderholt, their
children and grandchildren.

Richard Kennedy Guelff (JD 1977) died on March 16, 2018. Originally

from California, he practiced law in Paris and London, and co-authored
Documents on the Laws of War with Adam Roberts. He is survived by his
children, Christopher and Alexandra.

Lawrence Ross (JD 1957) passed away on Sept. 2, 2018 surrounded by

his family. Ross graduated Beverly High in 1950 and UCLA in 1954. He
practiced as an attorney until retiring at the age of 81. Ross is survived by
his children, grandchildren and wife Marie.

Judge Carlos E. Velarde (JD 1959) died on Sept. 6, 2018. He was

88 years old.
Velarde was born in Los Angeles. In October 1952, he joined the United
States Army, assigned to the legal office at Ft. Bliss, Texas, during the
Korean War. After serving in the U.S. Army he received his BA degree
from Cal State Los Angeles and graduated from USC Law School in 1959.
Velarde’s professional career began with the opening of a law office in
East Los Angeles. He had a strong commitment to the people of Los
Angeles and the Latin community, serving fairly and compassionately
there for 10 years and throughout his lifetime.
He was appointed to the East L.A. Municipal Court in 1969 by the
then-Gov. Ronald Reagan, who elevated Velarde two-and-a-half years later
to the L.A. Superior Court. In 1989, he was contacted by the California
Supreme Court and appointed to the State Bar Court serving as a hearing
judge and later supervising judge. He served until 2000. After the State
Bar, he joined the L.A. Superior Court, sitting on assignment in several
courthouses, until his final retirement at the age of 85.
Velarde is survived by his wife of 66 years, Alice, their children
and grandchildren.

Judge John Henry Sandoz
(JD 1970) passed away on May 21,

2018, with his family at his bedside.
Born in Houston in 1933, Sandoz
arrived in Los Angeles at age 3. He
attended Jefferson High School,
where he played basketball. He is one of the original
“Eastside Boys,” a group that maintains a strong
commitment to Jefferson High School. Sandoz
graduated UCLA in 1955 with a degree
in mathematics.
Sandoz was drafted into the Army in 1956, where
he was an original “rocket scientist,” assisting the
Army in tracking the trajectory of rockets. He was
honorably discharged in 1958 and eventually worked
in the aerospace industry.
In 1967, Sandoz enrolled in USC Law School and
was admitted to the California Bar in 1971.
After graduation, Sandoz was a Reginald Heber
Smith fellow to the Los Angeles Neighborhood
Legal Services Society. He then went into private
practice and formed a partnership with Irma Brown
and the late Elbert T. Hudson, serving as managing
partner. Sandoz also was the director of legal services
at USC.
Sandoz served his community in many capacities,
including: Teen Post Inc. Board of Directors, Policy
Planning Committee South Central Regional
Center for Developmental Disabilities, and the State
Bar Committee for Legal Services to the Poor.
In 1981, Sandoz began his service as a Los
Angeles Court Commissioner. In 1995, Governor
Pete Wilson appointed him to be an L.A. Superior
Court Judge in the Family Law Department.
Sandoz proved to be an effective judge and was
seldom overturned on appeal. In 2003, he was
appointed assistant supervising judge of the Family
Law Department. Sandoz retired from
the bench in 2006.
Over the years, Sandoz received various
recognitions: Constitutional Rights Lawyer of the
Year, the Justice Award from the Harriett Buhai
Center for Family Law, and USC Association of
Black Law School Alumni Award for Outstanding
Achievement in the legal profession. He was also
inducted into the John M. Langston Hall of Fame.
Sandoz is survived by Beverley, who was his wife
of 38 years, and their children.
Fall | Winter 2018
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HONORING AN
ETHICAL IDEALIST
After 40 years, Prof. Ron Garet retires from Gould
By Gilien Silsby

Top: Prof. Ron Garet
receives a hug from
Prof. Jody Armour,
as Mauro Morales
(JD 1991) looks on.
Bottom: Prof. Garet with
daughter, Winnie, and
wife, Susan
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This spring, Ron Garet, one of USC Gould’s most
beloved and respected professors was honored
and feted at an event that highlighted his 40
years in the classroom.
Much to the dismay of his students and colleagues, but
with their characteristic understanding too, Garet retired
in May. He was widely heralded by students, faculty and

alumni as epitomizing and fostering attention to
ethical ideals.
“He leads by example and encourages us to be
the best that we can be, and in so doing improves
all of us,” said USC Gould Prof. Greg Keating,
who has known Garet for more than 25 years.
Garet’s studies included theological ethics
and constitutional law, especially in areas where
the two fields intersect. He taught thousands of
USC Gould students, in courses ranging from
Constitutional Law and Law, Language and
Values to Law Informed by Faith and Concepts
in American Law.
“Ron has been an absolutely indispensable
member of our faculty,” said Dean Andrew
Guzman. “He has served the law school and
the university in so many different ways that it
is impossible to list them all. Yet what I think
makes Ron indispensable is less about his
accomplishments, but more about who he is.
What matters the most to me is how he has
demonstrated how to lead with sensitivity and
gentleness, while modeling an openness of spirit
and high regard for others.”
In addition to his teaching, Garet and his wife,
Susan, served as the faculty residents at Terrace,
the USC student residence hall for first-year law
students. The Garets provided “hominess” and
counsel — especially for first-year law students
who are prone to stress and uncertainty.
“They don’t need enrichment activities. They
need friendship, support and hominess. And

Former deans Scott
Bice and Dorothy
Nelson joined the
celebration of Prof.
Garet’s career.
PHOTOS: MIKEL HEALEY

that means good home-cooked dinners, not a
pizza delivery,” Garet said in his first year as a
faculty resident.
“Susan and I will always feel the presence of the
law school with us in all that we do” said Garet. “We
are so grateful to students, faculty and staff colleagues,

“What I learned in law school helped create the
foundation for a lot of the policy and legal analysis I
do today,” Morales said. “I still think about a class I
took with Professor Garet. He asked us to look beyond
the law — and at humanity: How do you use the law
to better the community and, even more importantly,

“Ron has been an absolutely indispensable member
of our faculty. He has served the law school and the
university in so many different ways that it is impossible
to list them all. ”
—Andrew Guzman, USC Gould School of Law Dean

and committed deans, who make ours a supportive
and fostering community. We give our heartfelt thanks
to each of you and want you to know how much you
mean to us.”
Mauro Morales ( JD 1991), staff director for the
bipartisan U.S. Commission on Civil Rights in
Washington, D.C., credits much of his success to
his law education at USC. He especially remembers
Garet’s Law, Language and Values class.

better people’s lives? I have always remembered that,
and it really guides me.”
Longtime colleague and friend USC Gould Prof. Jody
Armour said that Garet inspired him both personally
and professionally and that the two shared a mutual love
for the music of Ice Cube and Tupac Shakur.
“Ron is both one of the most profound thinkers and
humble human beings I know,” Armour said. “He lit
a fire in me.”
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2018 HONOR ROLL
Zachary Bulthuis (JD 2001) joined Akerman LLP as a partner in
their Labor and Employment Practice Group. Bulthuis represents
management in labor and employment disputes with clientele
ranging from Fortune 500 companies to local businesses and
individuals.

Jim Burgess (JD 1990), a partner at Sheppard,
Mullin, Richter and Hampton LLP, was appointed to
serve as president of the Board of Directors of the
Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles.

David Colgan (JD 2009) co-authored The Green Bundle:
Pairing the Market with the Planet, with environmental
economist Magali Delmas.

Gov. Jerry Brown nominated the Hon. Thomas DeSantos (JD
1981), a Kings County Superior Court Judge since 2003, to the
Fifth District Court of Appeal.

Cameron Edwards (JD 2017) joined Hadley Bajramovic and will
focus on defending people in deportation proceedings before
immigration judges and representing clients in appeals before the
Board of Immigration Appeals and the Federal Courts of Appeal.

Gov. Jerry Brown named the Hon. Miguel T. Espinoza
(JD 2007, pictured right with USC Gould Prof. David
Cruz) to the Los Angeles Superior Court bench. Judge
Espinoza served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney since
2017. He was a deputy district attorney at the Los
Angeles County District Attorney’s Office from 2008-17.

Mark Finkelstein (JD 1994) joined Umberg Zipser LLP
as a partner in the firm’s Intellectual Property Practice
Group, which is dedicated to identifying, procuring,
shepherding and defending clients’ intellectual
property rights.
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Jessica Ghirado Gordon (JD 2012) was inducted as the
president of the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s (LACBA)
Barristers.

The June issue of Los Angeles Lawyer, LACBA’s
magazine, featured Maria Hall (JD 2003) and the Hon.
Mark A. Juhas who shared their thoughts on the use of
limited scope legal assistance.

Whitney A. Hodges (JD 2010) was recognized by Continental
Who’s Who as a Pinnacle Lifetime Member in the field of law
in recognition of her role as an attorney at Sheppard, Mullin,
Richter and Hampton LLP.

Olivia Hudnut (JD 2018, pictured) and Talia Yektafar
(JD 2018) both received post-graduate fellowships from
the California Chapter of the American Board of Trial
Advocates (CAL-ABOTA).

The Los Angeles Business Journal (LABJ) named John
Iino (JD 1987) to the LA500, an annual list of the top
influencers in the region. Iino is partner and global chair
of Diversity & Inclusion at Reed Smith and chair of USC
Gould’s Board of Councilors.

Jaime Lee (BA 2006/JD 2009) chief executive of
Jamison Realty Inc., was named to the LABJ’s LA 500
list. Lee also serves as president of the USC Alumni
Association Board of Governors.

The Hon. Nora M. Manella (JD 1975) was appointed
presiding justice, Division Four of the Second District
California Court of Appeals. Judge Manella has been an
associate justice since 2006. Prior to that, she served as
a U.S. district judge for the Central District of California,
where she sat for eight years.

Sean Matsler (JD 2003) joined Cox, Castle and Nicholson
LLP as its newest land use partner.

Bill Peterson (JD 1975), a partner in Snell and Wilmer’s
Reno office, was honored by the State Bar of Nevada as
the recipient of this year’s Presidential Award. Peterson
was recognized in a video presentation at the bar’s annual
meeting in Chicago.

Gov. Jerry Brown named the Hon. Sheila Recio (JD 1998) to
the Orange County Superior Court. Judge Recio has served
as a commissioner at the Orange County Superior Court
since 2016. Prior to that, she served in several positions at
the Orange County Superior Court, including deputy general
counsel, senior research attorney and counsel to the
presiding judge.

Albert Reyes (JD 2001) joined Kutak Rock’s national public
finance practice group and will be resident in the firm’s
Los Angeles and Irvine offices. Reyes is a public finance
and infrastructure lawyer who serves as bond counsel,
disclosure counsel and underwriters’ counsel on a variety
of matters.

Simone Riley (JD 2014) has rejoined Hahn and Hahn LLP
as an associate in the Business Practice Group, focusing on
general corporate matters, real estate and finance. Riley
returns to the firm after working at Seward and Kissel LLP in
New York for two years.

President Donald Trump appointed David Short
(JD 1979) to serve as Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Transportation for Aviation and International Affairs.

The Hon. Autumn D. Spaeth (JD 2000) was sworn in as a
U.S. magistrate judge for the Central District of California.
Spaeth will sit in Santa Ana, the Court’s Southern Division.
Before her appointment as a magistrate judge, Judge
Spaeth was a founding partner of Smiley Wang-Ekvall LLP
in Costa Mesa.

Seth Stodder (JD 1995), a former U.S. Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) assistant secretary for border, immigration and
trade policy and assistant secretary for threat prevention and
security, joined Holland and Knight as a partner in the firm’s Los
Angeles office. He will represent clients on a wide variety
of matters, including transactions before the Committee on
Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS), international
trade and customs issues, immigration and visas, cybersecurity
and data privacy, government investigations and national/
homeland security.

Shari Swanson (JD 1985) authored her first book, Honey, the Dog
Who Saved Abe Lincoln, which is set to be published by Harper
Collins/Katherine Tegan Books in spring 2019.

Olivier Theard (JD 2001) received Sheppard Mullin’s
2018 Diversity & Inclusion Award, which was created to
recognize an individual or team of attorneys in the firm
for their commitment to diversity and inclusion programs
and initiatives at the firm and in the legal profession.

The Daily Journal selected Lindsay Toczylowski (JD
2008) as one of their Top California Lawyers Under 40
for 2018. Toczylowski is executive director of Immigrant
Defenders Law Center, a next-generation social justice
law firm based in Los Angeles.

Michael Vaughn (JD 1987) has joined Enterprise Counsel Group
and will lead their expanding M&A and transactional practice.
Vaughan comes to ECG with over 30 years experience, including
service as general counsel for two large companies. He is also a
City Council member in the City of Rancho Santa Margarita, where
he currently serves as mayor.

Pillsbury Winthrop appointed Stacie Yee (JD 2002) as
the firm’s executive chair of diversity & inclusion. Yee is a
litigation and employment partner based in Los Angeles.
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LAW LEADERSHIP SOCIETY
The USC Gould Law Leadership Society is a community of the law school’s most generous benefactors. This
group, which includes more than 350 Gould alumni and friends from around the world, is dedicated to the
law school’s success and makes it possible for USC Gould to thrive as an elite law school. Members support
USC Gould with annual gifts of $1,000 or more, or $500 or more for graduates of the last five years. Their gifts
provide critical funding for scholarships, clinical education, student organizations, new initiatives and other
critical needs. For more information about membership, visit gould.usc.edu/leadership or call (213) 821-3560.

2018 LAW FIRM CHALLENGE
USC Gould thanks the 330 alumni at 42 firms and companies who supported the law school this year through
their participation in the 2018 Law Firm Challenge. We extend a special thank you to the 10 winning firms that
reached 100% alumni participation.
WINNING FIRMS AND ALUMNI REPRESENTATIVES
Feinberg, Mindel, Brandt & Klein
Steven Mindel ’85

Gunderson Dettmer
Scott Dettmer ’82

Rodriguez, Horii, Choi & Cafferata
William Choi ’85

Garcia Rainey Blank & Bowerbank
Laura Noroski ’03

Knobbe Martens
Vikas Bhargava ’11

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher
Amy Forbes ’84
Michael Szczurek ’09
Tim Kolesk ’17

Phillips Law Partners
Gary Phillips ’85

Salisian | Lee
Richard Lee ’02
Neal Salisian ’05

Reed Smith
John Iino ’87
Farah Tabibkhoei ’09

Venable
Bret Siciliano ’04

ALL PARTICIPANTS
Alston & Bird • Amgen • Bryan Cave • Feinberg Mindel Brandt & Klein • Garcia Rainey Blank & Bowerbank • Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher •
Greenberg Traurig • Gunderson Dettmer • Hahn & Hahn • Irell & Manella • Jones Day • Kirkland & Ellis • Knobbe Martens • Larson O’Brien
• Latham & Watkins • Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith • Littler Mendelson • Manatt, Phelps & Phillips • McDermott Will & Emery • Milbank,
Tweed, Hadley & McCloy • Morgan, Lewis & Bockius • Morrison & Foerster • Munger, Tolles & Olson • O’Melveny & Myers • Orrick, Herrington
& Sutcliffe • Parker Milliken Clark O’Hara & Samuelian • Paul Hastings • Phillips Law Partners • Pircher, Nichols & Meeks • Reed Smith •
Rodriguez, Horrii, Choi & Cafferata • Rutan & Tucker • Salisian Lee • Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton • Sidley Austin • Skadden, Arps,
Slate, Meagher & Flom • Snell & Wilmer • Stoel Rives • Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth • Venable • The Walt Disney Company • Warner Bros.

If your firm is not already a participant, we hope you will join us for the 2019 Law Firm Challenge!
For more information, contact Meghan Hoover, Assistant Director of Annual Giving and Stewardship,
at (213) 821-6337 or mhoover@law.usc.edu.
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USC GOULD SCHOOL OF LAW | 2017-2018 DONOR ANNUAL REPORT

Thank you for your support of the USC Gould School of Law. We strive to maintain accuracy in the preparation
of the Donor Annual Report. This report includes gifts recorded as of June 30, 2018. If your name is misspelled,
omitted or incorrectly listed, we sincerely apologize. Please contact us in the Office of Development and
Alumni Relations at 213-821-3560 with any questions or to inform us of any errors.

LEADERSHIP
DONORS
This list acknowledges
individuals who made gifts,
new pledges and pledge
payments of $1,000 or
more from July 1, 2017 to
June 30, 2018.
*		 Deceased
20-plus Years Donor
10-19 Years Donor
5-9 Years Donor

$1,000,000++
Richard Chernick ’70
and Karla Chernick

Karen B. Wong ’86 and
Scott W. Lee

$100,000–$250,000

“Attending Gould is the best professional decision I’ve made
and may be the best personal decision as well since I met
my husband there! In addition to receiving an excellent legal
education, I’ve also benefited from the prestige that comes
from having graduated from Gould and from being a member of
one of the best-known and most-established alumni networks
in existence. Being a Gould graduate is really something special. I couldn’t be more
proud of my school, and I am happy to give back and to offer my support.”
AMY ALDERFER (JD 1999), Member, Cozen O’Connor
President, USC Gould Alumni Association
Eoin Kreditor ’90

Richard B. Kendall ’79

Janelle and James Carlin

Barry McCabe ’77

Patti and Thomas Larkins ’86
Ruth Jacobson Lavine ’43

Janet and Douglas
Childers ’89

Kristina Lockwood ’97 and
Mark Brubaker ’97

Judith and Bryant Danner

Sheryl Leach

James B. Ransom ’98

Barbara and Herbert E. Saks

Geraldine and The Hon.
Dickran Tevrizian ’65

Alex Alonzo ’74

Robert S. Warren ’56

Stanley ’67 and Ilene Gold

Anonymous

Nancy and James Gaines
Dana and Greg Lee ’92

Nola Geffner-Mihlsten and
George Mihlsten ’80
Stephen P. Rader ’81
The Roth Family
D. Scott Turner

$50,000–$99,999
Anonymous

The Estate of Richards D.
Barger ’53
Norman ’72 and Kathryn
Barker

George Dunning and Robert
Marino
Ruth and Marvin Levin ’51
Darlene and Albert
Mour ’58
Charles T. Munger

$25,000–$49,999
Anonymous

C. Thomas “Tom” Hopkins ’93
and Sandy M. Kaneoka

$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous

Jack Baker ’72 and
Ayne Baker

Carol and John Barcal

Anne and James Barnett
Lawrence Barnett ’82
Phil Bosl ’75

Michelle M. Kezirian

Yvonne and David Lizarraga

Robert A. Day

Janis Penton ’79 and Wayne
Kartin

Lewis G. Feldman

Teri ’85 and Gerald Paul

Dina and George Phillips ’91

Karen Coffman and Darryl
Gibson ’89

Christine and Richard Goetz
Noel Hyun ’12

Eva and John Iino ’87

Michele ’85 and James
Jackoway
Bruce Karatz ’70

Norton ’60 and Loretta Karno

Elyn Saks and William Vinet

Jerol Sonosky

Catherine and Leonard
Unger
Rhonda and Mark
Wapnick ’72

Lynn Williams ’82 and
Michael Croft

Joan and A. Wilson ’50

Lori and Tim Wilson/Ernest
Packaging Solutions

$5,000–$9,999
Paul D. Alston ’71
Laurie D. Brown

For a complete Donor Annual Report, please visit http://gould.law/donor-report/
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Bruce A. Friedman

Jeannie Sears and Andrew
Guzman

Jana and Theodore
Russell ’94

Linda and Sorrell Trope ’49

Amy R. Forbes ’84

E. Arnault and Max Factor

Margie Lee and Donald
Garner ’70

Eric P. Damon ’94

Lisa and Scott Dettmer ’82

Rosa and Mark Easton

Henry R. Reeve ’82

Raissa and William Choi ’85

Barbara ’92 and Tad Danz

The Hon. Mary Ann
Cohen ’67

Teryl and Michael
Matkins ’70

Robert ’90 and Meghan
Skinner

James B. Curtis ’82

Ronald L. Cheng

Kathleen Soll Goldstein ’93

Dina and Emile Haddad

Diane and Clay Halvorsen ’85

Susan Harris ’81 and Hayward
Kaiser
Laurie F. Hasencamp ’85 and
Michael S. Lurey
J. Scott Hodgkins ’92
Susan and David
Howard ’70

Richard B. Joslyn ’48
Jeff Kichaven

Evelyn and Michael Klein

Jacqueline Rachel Klein ’11
Alan J. Levine Family ’71
Seth Levy ’01 and Brian
Pines

MaryBeth ’02 and Graham
LippSmith
Sylvia and Stephen
Melikian ’79

Lance Jonathan Miller ’80
Deborah and Kenneth
Novack ’70
Robert Odson ’92

Arsine ’86 and Gary
Phillips ’85

Darold D. Pieper ’70
David J. Prager ’74

Marc D. Rabinovitz ’05
David M. Ring ’90
Katherine and Jon
Robertson ’87

Nancy R. Sanborn

Brendan Timothy Sapien ’10
Patricia Timko Sinclair
Rebecca and Howard
Slusher ’72

Chauncey M. Swalwell

Kristin ’02 and Jeffrey Tahler
Margaret and James
Ukropina ’65

Jane and Lawrence Ulman ’75
Cecilia and David Victor ’93
David Walsh ’85

Paul Windust ’93

Daniel J. Woods ’77

$2,500–$4,999
Jennifer Sloane
Abramowitz ’04

Amy Alderfer ’99 and
James Bernald ’99

Alice Andre-Clark ’92
and Brian Silikovitz ’92
Rosalind and Jeffrey
Babener ’73
Charles Bakaly ’52

Janna May Boelke ’03
Suzanne and Peter
Brown ’75

James Michael Burgess ’90
Rhea Caras ’85 and
Patrick Rendon ’85

Sally and Donald Clark ’59
Karen ’95 and Ted Coyne
Barry Arthur Currier ’71

Jo Lynn and Patrick
Derdenger ’74
James Dillavou

Christopher R. DiMauro ’94
Kenneth M. Doran ’81
Houman Ehsan ’03

Traci and Mark Feldman ’90
Barbara and Steven Fowlkes
Susan Galeas

Allyson ’87 and
Frederick Gartside ’87
Kathleen and Michael
Gless ’65

Stacy and James N. Godes ’87
John T. Golden

Karen Grant-Selma ’94
and Michael Selma

Jamie and David
Hagopian ’89

Ann and Robert Harter ’69

Nancy ’86 and Steven
Mindel ’85

Janet Murguia and Mauro
Morales ’91
Carolyn Nakaki ’86 and
Michael Lewis
Marjory and Frank
Newell ’75

Jeanne ’80 and Gary
Newman ’80

Glori and Richard Norwitt
Pamela S. Palmer ’82

Ingrid Holm and Michael
Pemstein ’12

Edward G. Lewis ’70

Denise and Stephen Magro ’87
Kelly Martin ’85 and
Thomas Patterson

Maria and Paul Estrada ’01

The Hon. Judith AshmanGerst and Robert Gerst ’59
Kathleen ’87 and Bruce
Givner

John William Heilman ’82

Jacklyn and Paul Horton ’68
Brandon Grant Howald ’99

Kathy and Adolfo Lara ’73

Leslie King ’91 and Robert
Welther

Alice Gambrell and
David Rollo

Fermin Humberto
Llaguno ’96

Alan L. Rushfeldt ’68

Neil ’67 and Victoria
Martin

Khachik Chris Safarian

Christine Lawton ’90
and Curtis Wilson

Ronald James Day ’74

Rebecca Brown and Robert
Rasmussen

Aulana ’73 and Bruce Peters

Lynne and William
Johnstone ’57

The Hon. Stephen G.
Larson ’89

Cristyn Chadwick ’11 and
Matthew Cave ’11

Judy Johnson ’77 and Donald
Morrow ’75

Marla and Peter Rosen ’78

James Howard
Kennedy ’72

Robert Alan Cardwell ’70

Judith and James Perzik ’62

Jamie Allison Heine ’13
Vincent H. Herron ’94

Ginger Gayle Bauer ’80

Kathryn Sanders-Platnick ’85
and Joseph Platnick
Tom Struckhoff

Joseph Kiyoshi Tanimura ’93
Fred Toczek ’89

Pamela ’86 and Douglas
Westhoff

$1,500–$2,499
Kathryn Shorts and Daoud
Awad ’84

Virginia and Francis Maas ’69

Rona Elly Molodow ’82

Derrick Hoang Nguyen ’91

Richard Frederick Reiner ’79
Doris and Robert
Schaffer ’58

Patrick Shannon
Schoenburg ’92

Robert Schwartz ’84
Todd C. Theodora

Bonnie ’79 and Stephen
Turner ’79

Michael David Young ’85

“As a first-generation law student, I really did not know
what to expect from law school or a legal career. I was
lucky that I was able to find student mentors to help
guide me through, especially as a 1L, but looking back
now I would have greatly benefited from a program like
the First Generation Professionals Program. I’m happy
to support programs and scholarships like the First
Generation Professionals Program Scholarship and the Latino Law Students
Association Scholarship that help students find their place and learn the
necessary skills to succeed in law school and beyond.”
HOPE GARCIA (JD 2007), Head of Global BD & Strategic Partnerships, Tumblr

Fall | Winter 2018

35

USC GOULD SCHOOL OF LAW | 2017-2018 DONOR ANNUAL REPORT

“I am pleased and inspired to support the prestigious
educational institution that supported me five decades
ago. I will never forget that I was able to attend law school
because of the generosity of the great alumni who financially
supported USC Gould. It is only appropriate that I now do
the same. I strongly believe in helping a university that
completely changed the trajectory of my life for the better.
I am proud to share that my daughter, Alexis, and
her husband, Chris Nilsen, each graduated from Gould (in 2006 and 2007
respectively). Each has been very successful in their careers. I am grateful to
USC Gould for the superior education that they also received.
Please join me in supporting our school to the extent you are able to do
so. Your generosity can make a difference in the lives of others who follow in
your footsteps.”
ALEX ALONZO (JD 1974)

$1,000–$1,499

Eric Ben Cheng ’10

Susan ’79 and Gary Gillig ’75

Laurie and Darren Aitken ’89

Madeleine and Alan Crivaro

Jenna ’04 and Daniel
Guggenheim ’04

Barbara Briggs-Anderson
and Terry Anderson ’72

Margo and William
Dalessi ’48

Anonymous
Anonymous

Kathi and Clifford
Anderson ’53

Trent R. Anderson ’93

Christian Gabriel
Andreu-Von Euw ’09
Ralph E. Arpajian

Eric Arthur Ashton ’58
Jonathan Edward
Bachand ’06

Christa and Michael
Backstrom ’00
Angela Ball ’91 and
Douglas Eng

Lawrence K. Bamberger ’69
Timothy John Becker ’02
Melissa and Michael
Bordy ’86
Susan and Jonathan
Brandler ’70
Cecily Lo Bray ’83

Eleanor and Michael Burby
Benjamin C. Burkhart ’96

Alexander Morgan Capron
Christine Carr ’94 and
John Slusher ’94

Russ Alan Cashdan ’90
Michele Chang ’93

The Hon. Jacqueline
Chooljian ’86

Leanna ’01 and Husein
Cumber

Judi ’89 and Michael
Delbick ’88

Deanna ’90 and Gene
Detchemendy

John William Dietrich ’99

Cynthia ’82 and Gregory
Dillion

Olivia Goodkin ’81

Karen and Michael
Green ’66

Nicholas T. Hariton ’83
Maria Ronchetto
Harrington ’98

Tiffany Harris ’92

Nancy and Fred Hasani ’98

Michelle ’96 and Kenneth
Froelich

Fredelina (Hope) Esperanza
Garcia ’07

Ada ’68 and Patrick Gardiner
Susan and Ronald Garet ’81

Michelle and Steven Garfinkel
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Yem Trong Mai ’07

Mary Maloney ’07 and
Christian Bertelson

Michael J. Maloney ’70

Robin and Mark Maness
Joan Marie Marsh ’90
Young Dae Moon ’98

Lisa and Todd Moore ’97
The Hon. Wendell Reed
Mortimer ’65
Gregory Munoz ’63

Deborah and Robert
Myman ’70
Rachel Beck and
Jeremy Naftel ’96
Anthony J. Oncidi

Debra and Michael
O’Sullivan ’92

Arthur G. Otsea ’54

Jacqueline Petitto and
Kamran Partovi ’99

The Hon. Barbara ’70
and Ronald Johnson

Millicent Sanchez and
Sidney Kanazawa ’78

Birgit Sale ’83

Christianne ’85 and
Charles Kerns

William Aaron Kessler ’11
Susan Sayuri Kigawa ’89

Elizabeth H. Kimmelman
Schwartz ’07
Yuwadee Kaewkes and
Gregory Kirkelie ’70
Karla Kraft ’99 and
Anderee Berengian

Erin Gielow Matzkin ’02
and Matthew Matzkin ’00

Arieh Lanin ’00

The Hon. Jackie Phillips
Lacey ’82
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Carol and Merrit Maddux

Paul M. Rosen ’05

Robin and Gary Gertler ’86

Donna and Charles Gessler ’61

Lee David Lubin ’93

Meredith S. Jobe ’81

Andrea and Fred Fenster ’71

Mark Joseph Friedman ’87

Ashlee Nicole Lin ’10

Richard Grey Reinjohn ’64

Ann and Robert Jackson ’72

Peter Michael Juzwiak ’91

Francisco Flores ’00

Robert Burton Lence ’82

Jeffrey Ronald Patterson ’86

Timothy E. Johns ’83

Valerie and Jerome Fields ’53

Stephanie ’12 and Phillip
Lee ’12

Robert A. Holtzman ’54 *

Ashley Elnicki ’12 and
Andrew Wachter
Lili Endlich

Elaine Kramer and Joseph
Latham

Melissa Kay Pifko ’98
Mark P. Robinson

Jackie and Robert Rosenberg ’69

Monica and Boyd Rutherford ’90
Neal S. Salisian ’05

Robert M. Saltzman

Jill and Daniel Schecter ’93
Todd Brian Scherwin ’05

Ronald Lee Schneider ’54
Jeffrey David Segal ’81

Suzanne and The Hon.
John Segal ’87

Leslie ’89 and David Seidner

Carolee and Richard Share ’63

Temma and Herbert Silver ’60
Bruce ’82 and Joy Soll

The Hon. Sheila and Ygal
Sonenshine
Ellen P. Spangler ’76

Melvin Stanley Spears ’51
Marilyn and Thomas
Stolpman ’75

The Hon. Ronald W.
Stovitz ’67

Nancy Miyo Takade ’90
Caroline C. Vincent ’78

Linton Gregg Vorwerck ’75
Carol and Byron Wade ’74
Kevin Wechter ’94
Robert P. Will ’60

Noah Lawrence Wofsy ’86
Fred Ah-Ling Wong ’85
Karen Merickel and
Travers Wood ’69

ADVOCATE
DONORS
Recent graduates from the
classes of 2013-2018
Hannah C. Cary ’14
Chaz M. Hales ’18

John C. Korevec ’15
Ravi S. Mahesh ’15

Thuc Vy Hoang Nguyen ’17
Elliot Stephen
Rozenberg ’13

MEMORIAL
GIFTS
Gifts were made in memory
of the following cherished
alumni and friends.
Patricia M. Berry ’90

Marshall Gumbiner ’42

Robert A. Holtzman ’54
Charles J. Lyons, Jr. ’53
David A. Maddux ’59
Philip Miller

Louis Phillips

Thomas Ridley
Adam Scott

Douglas F. Welebir ’65

Charles H. Whitebread
Gershon Wieder

Rebecca Yetenekian

CORPORATION,
FOUNDATION,
LAW FIRM AND
ORGANIZATION
DONORS
This list acknowledges gifts,
new pledges and pledge
payments made from
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018.

$3,000,000 ++
Doris Bry Trust

$500,000–$999,999
Qualcomm, Inc.

$100,000–$499,999
California Community
Foundation
Carnegie Corporation of
New York
Cox, Castle & Nicholson LLP
Evalyn M. Bauer Foundation
Gold Family Foundation
Richard and Charlaine
Voorhies Foundation
Sidney R. Baer, Jr. Foundation
World Oil Corp.

$25,000–$99,999
Alfred C. Munger Foundation
Anonymous
The Battery
Fidelity Charitable

George A. V. Dunning
Foundation
Goldman Sachs
Sidley Austin LLP
The Sidley Austin Foundation
Theodore B. and Doris Lee
Family Foundation
Zelle LLP

$10,000–$24,999
A. Charles & Betty S. Wilson
Foundation
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer &
Feld LLP
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble
Mallory & Natsis LLP
Alston & Bird LLP
Barnett Charitable Foundation
Buchalter
City National Bank
Computershare Inc.
DLA Piper, LLP
Ernst and Young Foundation
Fenwick and West, LLP
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher,
LLP
Glaser Weil, LLP
Goetz Living Trust
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Hemming Morse LLP
Kirkland & Ellis, LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Mabel Wilson Richards
Scholarship Fund

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips,
LLP
Marilyn J. Degroot Charitable
Trust
MUFG Union Bank, N.A.
O’Melveny & Myers, LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw
Pittman, LLP
Proskauer Rose LLP
Richard & Lisa Kendall
Foundation
Richard and Ruth Lavine
Family Foundation
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter &
Hampton
Stephen & Mary Birch
Foundation, Inc.
TELACU Industries Inc.
TM Financial Forensics, LLC
Vanguard Charitable
Endowment Program

$5,000–$9,999
Aerlex Law Group
Akerman LLP
AllianceBernstein, L.P.
American Realty Advisors
Analysis Group, Inc.
Armbruster Goldsmith &
Delvac LLP
Arnold and Porter LLP
Ballard Spahr LLP
Benchmark Resolution Group
Berkeley Research Group, LLC

“I remember being a part of USC’s Post-Conviction Justice
Project while I was in law school and obtaining my very
first ‘win’ for a client in federal court. Since I graduated,
USC’s clinical programs have grown tremendously and
across multiple legal issues. USC’s Immigration Clinic is also
doing great things in the community for people who need
assistance navigating through our complex and ever-changing
immigration laws — from assisting teenage sisters with albinism from Tanzania
who sought asylum after being hunted for their ‘magical’ limbs, to helping USC
students, faculty and staff with renewing their DACA applications. In light of
changing immigration policy, USC’s Immigration Clinic is timely, relevant and
top-notch. I give to these programs so students can help others in need of help
with real legal issues.”
AMBER FINCH (JD 2002), Partner, Reed Smith
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“My family’s connection to USC goes back a bit. I have an
uncle who attended USC back in the late ’40s/early ’50s,
and my two older brothers and I followed in the 1970s.
And now it continues, as my niece recently completed
a master’s in public policy. My continuing connection
to the law school is a result of fond memories of my
time there and the career opportunities it gave me — the faculty, my fellow
students, learning a new way of thinking and a new vocabulary, and sharing
it all with people from different backgrounds and life experiences. The work
was hard, but the experience was fun. My education allowed me to pursue a
challenging and exciting career in law, then banking, and finally in commercial
real estate. One of the best things is that I get to use it all every day. Every
step has helped me to progress to the next career opportunity, and all of my
experiences inform the way I solve problems for my real estate clients today.
The law school gave me that, and I am grateful.”
DAOUD A. AWAD (JD 1984), Managing Director, Jones Lang LaSalle
Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP
Brooks Kushman P.C.
Cantor Fitzgerald Relief
Fund Administration
Capital Group Companies
Charitable Foundation
CBIZ, Inc.
Cleo A. Bluth Charitable
Foundation
Committee to Re-Elect
Judge Ronald S. Prager 2014
Cornerstone Research, Inc.
Crowe Horwath, LLP
Deloitte
Elbridge & Evelyn Stuart
Foundation
Enenstein Ribakoff LaVina
& Pham
Ernst & Young, LLP
Estate Research Limited
FivePoint Holdings, LLC
Foley & Lardner LLP
Frost/Chaddock
Developers, LLC
FTI Consulting, Inc.
Garrett & Tully, PC
Gensler Family Foundation
Goodwin Procter LLP
Green Hasson & Janks, LLP
Gursey Schneider LLP
Hahn & Hahn LLP

Hill, Farrer & Burrill LLP
Hochman, Salkin, Rettig,
Toscher & Perez, P.C.
Holland and Knight, LLP
Holthouse Carlin and
VanTrigt LLP
Houlihan Lokey
Hueston Hennigan, LLP
Hugh & Hazel Darling
Foundation
Imaging Presentation
Partners Inc.
Infact Experts LLC
Irell & Manella Foundation LLP
Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell
LLP
Jewish Community Foundation
of Los Angeles
Jones Day
JPMorgan Chase and Company
Judicate West
Juniper Networks, Inc.
Kaiser/Harris Family Foundation
Karlin & Peebles, LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman
Kelley Drye & Warren, LLP
Knobbe Martens
KPMG, LLP
LaTerra Development, LLC
Latitude Management
Real Estate Investment, Inc.

Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard &
Smith, LLP
Lewis Roca Rothgerber
Christie, LLP
Litinomics, Inc.
Loeb & Loeb, LLP
Marcum LLP
Maschoff Brennan
Mayer Brown LLP
McDermott Will &
Emery, LLP
McKool Smith
Mitchell Silberberg &
Knupp, LLP
Morris and Lillie Leibowitz
Charitable Trust
Morrison & Foerster, LLP
Munger, Tolles & Olson, LLP
MWM
Nathan Associates, Inc.
Navigant Consulting
Nossaman, LLP
Ocean Tomo
Opus Bank
Orrick, Herrington &
Sutcliffe, LLP
Paul Hastings, LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,
Wharton and Garrison LLP
Pircher, Nichols & Meeks,
LLP

For a complete Donor Annual Report, please visit http://gould.law/donor-report/
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PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP
Robins Kaplan, LLP
Rodriguez, Horii, Choi &
Cafferata LLP
Russ, August & Kabat
Rutan & Tucker LLP
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Shumener, Odson & Oh LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate,
Meagher & Flom, LLP
Steinbrecher & Span LLP
Stroock & Stroock &
Lavan LLP
Susman Godfrey L.L.P.
TaxGroup Partners, Inc.
Venable LLP
W.M. Keck Foundation
Warner Bros. Entertainment,
Inc.
Wells Fargo Bank
Western Digital Corporation
Wilmer Cutler Pickering
Hale and Dorr LLP
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich
& Rosati
Winston & Strawn LLP
Wolf, Rifkin, Shapiro,
Schulman and Rabkin, LLP
Womble Bond Dickinson, LLP

$1,000–$4,999
Anonymous
ADR Services, Inc.
Aksel Nielsen Foundation
Alternative Resolution
Centers, LLC
Alzheimer’s Association
Arizona Society of Certified
Public Accountants
Babener and Associates
Attorneys at Law
Bakaly Living Trust
Bank of the West
Bond Services of CA
Commercial Loan
Corporation
Daniel & Mary Reeves
Foundation
Donate Well
Fiduciary Trust Company
International

“What inspired me to support Gould was seeing how
generous and supportive Gould alumni were during my
time in law school. I remember attending the mentor
lunch as a 1L and being pleasantly surprised to see
alumni from all different fields who returned to the law
school to share their knowledge with students. What
inspires me the most is seeing how generous Gould
alumni are with their time. It makes me proud to be a part of such a tight-knit
community, so I wanted to give back to be a part of that tradition. Additionally,
I genuinely credit Gould for helping me get to where I am in my career. There
were so many resources available to me at Gould, such as the fantastic Career
Services Office. I support Gould so that future students can have the same
opportunities that I did.”
THUC-VY NGUYEN (JD 2017), Associate, Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP

“The best part of our law school experience was
meeting each other! Aside from that, Gould was
a special time in our lives. We pursued academic
interests while laying foundations for our careers in
law. Kristina received academic scholarships, which
were funded by donors, as both an undergrad and law
student at USC, so it is important to us that others
receive similar opportunities. Graduating from USC provided opportunities to
us, particularly early-career opportunities, to work at premier organizations
and further our development as lawyers. When we think of Gould, one word
that comes to mind is ‘personal’. The smaller size of the school compared to
some others has innumerable benefits, from getting to know professors to
forming bonds with other students. This feeling of community carries on well
after graduation.”
MARK BRUBAKER (JD 1997), Senior Vice President and Senior Counsel, Capital Group
KRISTINA LOCKWOOD (BA 1994/ JD 1997), Senior Vice President and Associate General
Counsel at Green Dot Corporation
First Republic Private
Wealth Management
Gang, Tyre, Ramer, and
Brown Charity Fund
Gang, Tyre, Ramer,
Brown and Passman, Inc.
Givner & Kaye
Hagopian Family Foundation
I-15 Auctions, Inc.
Indiana Endowment LLC
LaRoche Team
Law Office of Richard Share

Law Office of Herbert B.
Silver PC
Morgan Stanley Global
Impact Funding Trust, Inc.
Nancy R. Sanborn, Inc.
Orange County United Way
Paragon Commercial Group,
LLC
Pershing, LLC
Professional Fiduciary
Association of California
R. W. Selby and Company,
Inc.

Robinson Calcagnie, Inc.
Safarian Choi and Bolstad,
LLP
Santa Barbara Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
LLP
Strategic Valuation Group,
LLC
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Terra Firma Realty Group
The Arthur J. Gallagher
Foundation

The Bryn Mawr Trust
Company of Delaware
The Goodkin/Schwartz
Living Trust
The Law & Humanities
Institute
The San Francisco Foundation
The Sanborn Group
Thomas Safran and Associates
Development, Inc.
Watt Companies LLC
White & Case, LLP
YourCause, LLC

UNDER $1,000
Bank of America Charitable
Foundation
Benevity
Covington & Burling LLP
Deloitte Foundation
Edwards Lifesciences
Foundation
Fox Rothschild LLP
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Latina Lawyers Bar Association
Law Office of Michael T.
O’Halloran
Law Offices of Timothy M.
Truax PC
Loma Linda University
Church
Lorman Education Services
Marsh and McLennan
Companies
McGuireWoods LLP
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley &
McCloy, LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP
Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Sempra Energy
Snell & Wilmer
T. Rowe Price Group Inc.
The Wonderful Company
Travelers Insurance Company
Walt Disney Foundation
Warren Law Firm, A Professional
Corporation
Wells Fargo

For a complete Donor Annual
Report, please visit http://gould.
law/donor-report/
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last look

IMPRESSIVE STUDENTS
JOIN CLASS OF 2021
USC Gould recruited one of its best and
brightest first-year classes in 2018, a group that
boasts the highest median grade point average
in school history, the broadest geographic
representations in a decade and an impressive
median LSAT score.
In addition to enrolling a stellar class of
200 students, Gould saw an 18 percent surge
in first-year applications — more than double
the national application volume increase of
8.7 percent.
The class is highly diverse with 38 percent
from underrepresented minority groups and 10
percent first-generation college students. For the
first time ever, women make up 55 percent of the
first-year class.
The Class of 2021 is highly competitive: the
median GPA increased to 3.78, the highest in
the school’s history. The median LSAT also
rose to 166.
—Gilien Silsby
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“An unprecedented number of
applications made 2018 a historic
year for us. A record number of
prospective law students applied —
a 34 percent increase in just three
years. This enabled us to pick the
very best students. I am extremely
proud of the caliber of this class.”
Andrew Guzman, dean, USC Gould School of Law

What Will Your
Trojan Legacy Be?
From donor-advised funds to lead trusts to gifts of cash, stock and
other assets, there are numerous ways to leave a legacy. Richard
Chernick ( JD 1970) has served as chair of the USC Gould Board of
Councilors and currently chairs the Judith O. Hollinger ADR Program
Advisory Board. He and his wife Karla have also made generous
unrestricted planned gifts to the law school. Read more about Richard’s
gift at gould.giftplans.org.
To create your Trojan legacy, contact Chloe Reid in the USC Gould
Development and Alumni Relations Office at (213) 740-2610 or
PlannedGiving@law.usc.edu. You may also visit us online at
www.uscgould.giftplans.org.

“I trace my career to USC.
The idea of giving back for
my career and for all the
help that I received — I
really feel pays a debt.”
—RICHARD CHERNICK JD ’70
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calendar

BAR ADMISSION CEREMONY
December 11, 2018
Town and Gown Ballroom
SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON
February 12, 2019
Town and Gown Ballroom
CTLB AND MET PATENT
REFORM CONFERENCE
February 22, 2019
USC Gould School of Law
HALE MOOT COURT FINAL
ROUND COMPETITION
March 1, 2019
Norris Cinema Theatre

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION (CLE)
2018 INSTITUTE FOR CORPORATE COUNSEL
December 5, 2018
California Club
2019 TAX INSTITUTE
January 28-30, 2019
Millennium Biltmore Hotel
2019 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INSTITUTE
March 18-19, 2019
Fairmont Miramar Hotel & Bungalows
2019 REAL ESTATE LAW AND
BUSINESS FORUM
April 11, 2019

ADR
SYMPOSIUM
on the cover: Special thanks to the USC Gould alumni, students, staff and faculty who contributed photos from their work
March
13, 2019
and study
around the globe.
USC Gould School of Law
For details about these events and others,
please visit: gould.usc.edu/events
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